Forward

Dear Friends:
It is with great pleasure that I present to you this dynamic historical program, “Return to the Valley.”
History plays an important role in our understanding of the present. We can come to a sound insight of the past
that will tell us much about the problems we now face by listening to what history has to say. Our youth need to
reach into their own history by talking to their elders to gain an understanding of the achievements and tribulations that their family has experienced. Knowledge of the past will help our youth make amends to the problems
and injustices in our society.

Mike, sister Naomi, brother Art, in the 1940s. Personal
collection of Mike Honda.

Amache Relocation Camp, Colorado. National Archives

My personal history dates back to the Japanese American Internment of 1942. Over 120,000 people, including children and the elderly, were required to leave their homes in California and parts of Washington, Oregon
and Arizona. Most people did not have time to store or sell their household goods at a fair price. Some people
moved to other states, but the majority went to internment camps. They were only allowed to take few belongings with them, and many families lost virtually everything they owned except what they could carry. Internees
spent many years in camp behind barbed wire fences and with armed guards patrolling the camps. Entire families lived in cramped, one room quarters that were poorly constructed.
I spent my early childhood with my family in an internment camp in Colorado during World War II. We returned to California in 1953, becoming strawberry sharecroppers in Blossom Valley in San Jose. My family
experienced ample hardships while they were in the internment camps and re-establishing their life after their
release.

My family’s experience during the internment taught me how we should not take our civil rights and civil liberties for granted. Although we live in a country that defines itself by its increasing diversity, democracy and civil
liberties, we still have a long path to go in addressing the issues of civil rights.
Gaining insight on our past is just the first step of our duty as American citizens. I urge our youth to use this
opportunity to celebrate their unique heritage. As individuals you all have something unique to bring to the table
of public service and policy. Our youth need to be conscious of the various issues that are affecting our communities and participate in American government. We must educate them to voice their opinions and speak out to
challenge the injustices in our communities especially in the civil rights arena.
I want to commend KTEH on producing this excellent program for the public. I urge our teachers to educate our
children to learn about the importance of understanding their family history and to continue the long struggle
for civil rights.

The Honda extended family at the time they were
sharecropping the strawberry farm. From the upper left
to right, uncle, George, baby cousin, Keith, aunt, Yuri,
Mike’s mother, Fusako, Mike’s father, Byron. Front
row, from left to right, Mike, brother Art, friend, cousin,
Carolyn, sister, Naomi, and little cousin, Kevin. From the
personal collection of Mike Honda.

Mike Honda and his mother, Fusako Honda during the taping of the documentary,
Return to the Valley. KTEH

Sincerely,

Mike Honda

Member of Congress

A mother checking over baggage while her children look on. They will soon board
a bus tothe assembly center at the fairgrounds, April 1942, Salinas, CA. National
Archives.
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About the Teachers Guide and the Resource Lists
The on-line version of the Return to the Valley teacher and student
guide first went live in May 2003. Since that time, technology and the
internet has exploded with many more applications and sites. In most
of these chapters, we have updated or removed old website links and
added some new ones.

This Teacher’s Guide was written to provide teachers with a
toolkit for the award-winning Return to the Valley documentary
and education project. The documentary, originally broadcast
on public television stations across the country, was adapted
for educational use. It was hoped that the material would add
to the growing body of books, documentaries, film, websites,
Heart Mountain Relocation Center, . National Archives
research and writings about the Japanese American experience
before, during and after World War II -- especially providing
topics for classroom discussion about what happened to the
vibrant farming and fishing communities after World War II. Although the teacher and student guide went on-line with the
launch of the documentary, feedback from educators indicated that the material would be more useful if it was aligned to
State Standards. With generous grants from the California Civil Liberities Public Education Program (CCLPEP) and the
George Masunaga Family Fund, KTEH has been able to update and publish a new version of the Teacher’s Guide. The
Guide is now available in two parts; a teacher’s DVD viewing guide, which includes the material aligned to the California
State Standards for history and social studies, along with some suggestions for classroom use -- and the online guide. The
on-line guide features all the thematic essays (see below) as well as photos, and resource lists. All material can be downloaded at any school site at no cost from www.returntothevalley.org
The resources for this guide were selected by educators for classroom and research use. We have included both books for
younger readers as well as older students and adults. Most of the DVDs cited can be used for general audiences; however,
several programs may contain complex topics and powerful images that may not be appropriate for elementary school
aged children. In 2003, DVDs had not yet become a readily available product, and VHS videos were still the norm. Rather
than remove the “Videos” category altogether, we have opted to change it to “DVD/Videos.” Some of the older films have
not yet been converted to DVD or other formats and exist only as VHS tapes. This will eventually change as more and
more films are converted and VHS tapes increasingly become a thing of the past.
It should be noted, that resource materials included in this teacher’s guide are what were easily accessible for any classroom anywhere in the country at the of printing. KTEH is aware that Japanese American history reflects a fluid archive of
research and that new materials are being created every day. For some of the topics, there are numerous resources such as
books, films, DVDs, and internet websites. In these cases, we have included a cross section of available materials. Other
topics are just becoming areas of research and have less available material. This has been stated in the text entries.
Some guidelines for the use of this material:
* All articles and text have been federally copyrighted by KTEH Silicon Valley Public Television. The authors of the
articles and photo archives have been credited for their contribution to this teacher’s guide.
* Teachers, students, and researchers have KTEH’s permission to print the teacher guide at their site for classroom use at
no cost.
* Users may not alter the text or photos in any manner without written permission from KTEH.
* All passages that are quoted in reports or lectures should be credited to:
Return to the Valley Online Teacher’s Guide
Copyright 2008, KTEH, San Jose, California
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KTEH thanks the following contributors for their work in researching and writing the thematic essays for this
Teacher’s Guide:
Wendy Ng, Ph.D., Teacher Guide Editor, Sociology and Women’s Studies, San Jose State University
Stephen Fugita, Ph.D., Distinguished Professor, Santa Clara University
Tom Izu, Director, California History Center, DeAnza College
Larry Oda, National President Japanese American Citizens League
Tim Thomas, Archivist Monterey Maritime Museum
Alexander Yamato, Ph.D., Asian American Studies, San Jose State University
Special thanks to Mike Honda, Member of Congress, US House of Representatives, San Jose, for both his on-line
forward and letter for the update.

The following people participated in writing the print version or the 2007-2008 update of the on-line guide:
Dr. Stephen Fugita, Ph.D.,Distinguished Professor, Santa Clara University,
who once again advised on the material.
Aggie Idemoto, Ed.D., director of the Japanese American Museum of San
Jose (JAMsj) who served as an educational consultant.
and
Ann Muto, Director of Educational Outreach (JAMsj) and Eric Wong,
history teacher at Fremont High School in Sunnyvale, CA, who wrote most
of the teacher’s viewing guide and aligned the Return to the Valley material
to the California State Standards for Social Studies, History, and Language
Arts.
Anna Horiuchi, student from Santa Clara University who worked on the
material as part of her media internship at KTEH.
Funding for the teacher’s viewing guide and online guide update was
provided by generous grants from the California Civil Liberties Public
Education Program (CCLPEP) and the George Masunaga Family Fund.

Production Credits for the video segments on the Return to the Valley website:
Christina Lim, Producer
Dr. Stephen Fugita, Historical consultant
Anna Horiuchi, Associate Producer
Eric Wong, Narrator
Kathleen Takeda, Narrator
Chris Eldridge, Editor
Nadine Swanson, Editor
Alice Miller, Technical
Web Designer, Jimmy Chan, Topsoil Design
Featured interviews:
Farming in the Santa Clara Valley: Richard Kobashi, Mike Honda, Fusako Honda
Redress: Peter Nakahara, Jimi Yamaichi
Fishing in Monterey: Larry Oda
Nisei Soldiers and the 442 RCT: Shig Kizuka, George Oiye
Photo credits: National Archives, Densho, Ronald Reagan Presidential Library,
Personal collection of Mike Honda
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Chapter 1
Farming in the Santa Clara Valley
By Alex Yamato, San Jose State University, edited by Wendy Ng, San Jose State University
The contributions of Japanese immigrants in the Santa Clara Valley are an integral part of the rich multicultural
agricultural history of this area. Japanese farmers contributed a great deal to the agricultural economy along
with other ethnic and immigrant farmers. Their story is one that begins over one hundred and twenty-five years
ago at a time of great industrial growth and transformation in the Western region of the United States.
Japanese immigration to the United States was primarily driven by the demand for labor. Numerous factors

Japanese migrant laborers, pear pickers, on the L. Block Farms in Santa Clara. California History Center Archives

contributed to the growth of Japanese farmers both in Hawaii and on the mainland United States. Beginning in
the 1860s through the 1880s, Japanese workers were recruited by labor contractors who supplied workers to
large sugar plantations in Hawaii. The conditions on the plantations under the contract labor system were brutal.
As a result, the Japanese laborers sought ways to escape and some found their way to the mainland United
States.
By the 1890s, Japanese labor became important to the mainland United States. Agriculture in the Santa Clara
Valley, as in the rest of California, came about as a result of the Gold Rush and the need to feed the growing
population of the San Francisco Bay Area. Grain crops such as wheat were grown in order to meet the demand
for flour by miners. Chinese workers cultivated and grew vegetables and seed crops. Beginning in the 1870s
they helped to establish orchards and focused their work on fruit production. Many landowners used Chinese
immigrants as farm laborers. But tensions increased among white ethnics over the use of Chinese labor.
California’s anti-Chinese movement was an outgrowth of such tensions. Such reactions culminated in the
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passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. As a result, the numbers of Chinese laborers dramatically diminished in
the late 1880s and 1890s.
A few Japanese immigrants began to work as agricultural workers in California in the late 1880s and early 1890s. The
Japanese were recruited to work as laborers filling the vacuum created by the Chinese Exclusion Act which prevented
Chinese laborers from coming to the United States. Thus, by 1895, Japanese laborers were working in the Santa Clara
Valley as migrant farmworkers. As was the pattern in farm labor, the Japanese as well as other ethnic groups who
followed such as Filipino and Mexican workers, were employed in low wage, unskilled work to cultivate, harvest, and
can fruits such as strawberries, prunes, pears, and apricots.
After a short period, a number of Japanese laborers moved out of migrant labor to become independent farmers in
their own right. They could become sharecroppers and make contracts with landowners to work the land and split the
proceeds of the sale of the crops. If they had some capital, they could also lease or purchase land. In the process, these
Japanese laborers began to make a commitment to remain in the United States for a long period of time. Families
were established through the picture bride system and children were born in the United States. Farming communities
of settled Japanese families were formed throughout the Valley. They arrived at an ideal time to participate in the
developing fruit production industry. These Japanese farming families could sustain and manage labor intensive
orchard fruit farms.
As these farming ventures became successful and encouraged more Japanese laborers to start their farms, major
political parties and organized labor in the 1900s began to protest Japanese immigration and land ownership. In 1907,
the Gentlemen’s Agreement stipulated that Japan would not issue visas to Japanese laborers to travel to the United

Some Issei like Yuwakichi Sakauye, were able to purchase small farmsteads in the early 1900’s, before the California Alien Land Laws
were enacted. The Sakauye family still owns this farm. Collection of Eichii Edward Sakauye, California History Center Archives.
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States and that Japanese with visas to Hawaii, Canada, and Mexico could not enter the United States. In 1913, the
California State legislature passed the Alien Land Act prohibiting aliens ineligible for citizenship from purchasing
land. This act was specifically aimed at Japanese farmers, since Asians were ineligible for citizenship and the
Japanese were the only group of Asians purchasing land at the time. During this period, Japanese farmers became
successful in the growing of lucrative crops such as celery. By the 1920s, Japanese farmers were producing
the majority of the tomato and spinach crops. Other important crops included strawberries and celery, and later
deciduous fruit trees.
Throughout the Santa Clara Valley, Japanese farms were clustered in various regions. Trimble Road, North First
Street, Alviso, Agnew, and Berryessa were major concentrations. The towns of Mountain View, Santa Clara,
Cupertino, Saratoga, and Los Gatos also had concentrations of Japanese farms. By 1940, Japanese Americans were
well established in farming, with some twenty-five percent of the farmers owning their land in Santa Clara County.
With the onset of World War II and the removal of Japanese Americans from the West Coast, the Japanese had to
face the losses of their hard work assocaited with developing the land. Those fortunate enough to own their land
would have to find reliable renters to care for their property.
After World War II ended, Japanese Americans returned at a time when there was a scarcity of labor. Many who
ran their own farms had to become migrant farm workers. Those who had strong friendships with local families
who promised to care for their land and property found their farms intact. Many Japanese Americans came to work
in the valley as migrant farm workers temporarily because of the availability of housing but left as soon as they
could find other work and unify their families. Some became tenant farmers and became successful in growing
strawberries in the late 1940s and early 1950s. However, with the rapid suburbanization and industrialization
after the World War II, land in the Santa Clara Valley became too expensive for farming and many of the second
generation had to find other employment opportunities. Many of the sons and daughters, as well as grandchildren
of Japanese farmers were reluctant to follow in the footsteps of the immigrant generation. Succeeding generations
are now college educated and trained in professional and technical fields and farming today is no longer the main
economic form of production within the Japanese American community.
Steoff, Rebecca, and Takaki, Ronald, Issei and Nisei: The Settling of Japanese America (The Asian American
Experience) (1994) Chelsea House Publishing. ASIN: 0791021793. This book is adapted from Ronald
Takaki’s Strangers From a Different Shore. It is a history of the Japanese Americans with chapters about
the Issei and their children, the Nisei. The book does describe the Issei immigrant experience for children.

Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
Kitano, Harry, The Japanese Americans (Immigrant Experience) (1995) Chelesea House Publishing, ISBN:
0791033805. This book describes many historical and cultural aspects of the Japanese immigrants.
Reading level is 6th through 12th grades.
McDaniel, Melissa, Japanese Americans (Spirit of America Our Cultural Heritage) (2002) Child’s World,
ISBN: 1567661548. This 32 page book tells a brief history of Japanese Americans in the United
States from the Issei immigrants to the forced relocation of World War II. Reading level is 4th
through 6th grades.
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Reading level is 4th through 6th grades.

Books for older students and researchers:
Ichioka, Yuji, The Issei: The World of the First Generation Japanese Immigrants, 1985-1924, (1988)The Free
Press, ASIN: 0029324351. This is one of the most detailed books about the Issei generation, why they left
Japan, and what hardships they faced in America.
Japanese American Resource Center, Regenerations: oral history project: rebuilding families, communities, and
civil rights in the resettlement era, Volume 4 San Jose, 2000, Japanese American National Museum, Los
Angeles. Available from the Japanese American Museum of San Jose, www.jamsj.org
Lukes, Timothy J. and Okihiro, Gary Y (1985), Japanese Legacy: Farming and Community Life in California’s
Santa Clara Valley, California History Center, ISBN: 0-935089-09-8. This book is the most concise
description of the Issei farming communities of the Santa Clara Valley. Now out of print, this book is
available from alibris at www.alibris.com
Matsumoto, Valerie, Farming the Home Place: A Japanese American Community in California, 1919-1982 (1994),
Cornell University Press, ISBN: 0801481155. This book is about the experience of the Cortez colony, the
last Japanese agricultural community formed by Abiko in 1919. It is written from a feminist perspective
and thus gives unique insight into the Nikkei experience.
Misawa, Steven, Beginnings, Japanese Americans in San Jose: 8 oral histories, San Jose, California (1981).
Steven Misawa was able to interview eight Issei immigrants and recorded their experiences in San Jose.
Most were farmers or in the nursery/landscaping business. The book has both Japanese and English text.
Now out of print, this book is available from alibris at www.alibris.com.
Neiwer, David, Strawberry Days: How Internment Destroyed a Japanese American Community (2005) Palgrave
Macmillan Publisher, ISBN: 140396792x. The poignant story of a Japanese American community torn
apart by racism and WWII internment Strawberry Days tells the vivid and moving tale of the creation and
destruction of a Japanese immigrant community.

DVD/Videos:
Return to the Valley (2003) from KTEH San Jose PBS. Available from KTEH.
(www.returntothevalley.org) with many additional features, this documentary is about the experiences of Japanese
Americans returning to the Santa Clara and Salinas Valley and Central Coast region after the war. The DVD
has a bonus feature of Dave Tatsuno’s Topaz Memories, the only full color film shot at camp by an internee.
Return to the Valley describes in depth, the impact of the forced relocation and resettlement on the Issei
generation. (57 minutes plus bonus footage.)
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Forsaken Fields, (2001), KVIE PBS Sacramento available from Center for Asian American Media (CAAM)
(www.asianamericanmedia.org) This program is about the Japanese American community of
Sacramento and describes what happened to the agriculture in the region as well as the farms established
in the camps to supply food for the Japanese Americans. The program touches on the Issei and the
flower seeds they brought to camp which they planted to beautify the stark surroundings. Rare home
movies of farming at Heart Mountain, Wyoming originally shot by San Jose resident Edward Eichii
Sakauye are included. (26 minutes)
Diamonds in the Rough (2000), Nisei Baseball Research Project, available through Japanese American
National Museum store www.janm.org or www.nbrp.com . This documentary is the story of a legacy in
which baseball helped transcend bigotry and hatred to bring pride and respect to Japanese-American s
who loved the game. Though not about farming, this program does show a facet of the lives of Issei and
the love of the “American Pastime.” (35 minutes)
Picture Bride, (1995) Kayo Hatta, director available from Amazon.com. This film dramatization tells the story
of a young Japanese woman, Riyo, who comes to Hawaii in 1918 as a picture bride to wed Matsuji, an
older farm laborer. The film shows in detail, the lives of the Issei farm laborers, the hard physical job of
farming, and the everyday lifestyle of the Issei families. Riyo eventually grows to accept and love her
husband. There may be themes in the film that are not appropriate for viewers under 12 years of age. (95
minutes)

Websites:
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.
densho.org
Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj), a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s
educational partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project. The museum,
located in the heart of San Jose’s Japantown, features a vintage farm equipment exhibit. www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Historical Society, located in San Francisco, the Historical Society has a large
photo collection and archives which include oral histories. www.njahs.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org

Field Trips:
The California Museum for History, Women and the Arts
1020 O Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
www.californiamuseum.org
The California state museum, located in the state capital, has quite an extensive agricultural exhibit as well as
an on-going display about the Japanese American experience during World War II. General information: (916)
653-7524 info@californiamuseum.org
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There are several other museums or historical farms that feature or are dedicated to preserving the agricultural
history of California and the western states:
Ardenwood Historical Farm Fremont, CA www.ebayparks.org
Codiga Center, Watsonville, CA www.aghistoryproject.org
Fresno Metropolitan Museum, Fresno, CA www.fresnomet.org
You may find others by typing “agricultural exhibit” and the state abbreviation in any search engine.

Workers during the 1905 strawberry harvest at the NKS Farm. The Issei did not usually dress
like this for farm work, prefering long sleeved cotton shirts and overalls or denim pants. These
men put on their best clothing for the photo session, and probably sent prints back to relatives in
Japan. Collection of Eichii Edward Sakauye, California History Center Archives.

This was the Sakauye family produce wagon, a Studebaker, which was used until the purchase of
a truck in 1917. The wagon and the truck are now on exhibit at the Japanese American Museum
of San Jose. Collection of Eichii Edward Sakauye, California History Center Archives.
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Chapter 2
Japanese American Women
By Wendy Ng, San Jose State University
Much of the early history of Japanese Americans has concentrated on the experiences of men. When Japanese
immigration to the U.S. began in the late nineteenth century, men comprised the vast majority of migrants. Issei (first
generation) women have often been considered “pioneers” because they came to America leaving behind family and
a social network that was familiar to them. Upon entering the new country, they often experienced culture shock and
social isolation, but found many different ways to cope and adapt to these new experiences.
One of the earliest Japanese women to arrive in America was Okei Ito. In 1869 she came with a group of Japanese
immigrants who started the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony in California. The colony failed and she, at the age of
nineteen years, tragically died in 1871. Ito’s story is unusual because she arrived at a time when there were so few
Japanese women in the United States.
For the most part, Japanese women did not immigrate in large numbers until the beginning of the twentieth century.
The passage of the Gentlemen’s Agreement in 1907 cut back on the number of male Japanese immigrant laborers.
I did not prevent the wives of Japanese men already living in the United States from immigrating. Thus, beginning
around 1908, increasing numbers of women came from Japan. Japanese men began to settle down and send for
wives from Japan. These women have been commonly referred to as “picture brides”(shashin kekkon). These
marriages were often arranged by a marriage arranger or baishakunin, who knew the bride and groom’s families.
Pictures of the prospective bride and groom would be exchanged and the marriage would take place in Japan. She
would be issued a passport as the wife of a Japanese laborer in America and would then make the long journey to
meet her husband.

Yukino Ezaki (left) and friend sort pears in 1920. In addition to raising the children and caring for their modest homes,
the Issei women worked right alongside their husbands in the fields and orchards. California History Center Archives.
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There are many reasons why a Japanese woman might find it
desirable to come to America. In the United States, she would
not have to live as lower status person in the household, and be
subjected to the authority of her mother-in-law. She might find
greater freedom, autonomy, and adventure—something that would
not have been possible in Meiji-era Japan. Some picture bride
marriages fared well, others were more difficult with large age gaps
between the much older husband and young wife. In anticipation
of marriage, men sent pictures of themselves that might be younger
than they really were. The pictures might have shown material
wealth, a big house or car that they really did not have. The
realities were often far from the truth, but these marriages often
endured because of the expectations of duty and obligation that
husbands and wives had for one another.
With the arrival of women, families began to form and the Japanese
American community became less transient. Instead of single male
laborers moving from place to place following the demands of
work, major cities established community centers—Japantowns
or Nihonmachi as the community base. There, important social Kintaro Akashi (rt) shown with his picture bride, Fumi (lft)
in this labor document from 1915. National Archives.
connections were established among these early immigrant
families. The children of the Issei were called Nisei, or second
generation. Born in America, they were U.S. citizens, unlike their immigrant parents. They lived in a bicultural
world—often speaking both Japanese and English. Nisei were educated in American schools, but grew up in the
Japanese American community. The majority of childrearing responsibilities fell upon women, and they were
responsible for passing on Japanese language and culture to their children.
Issei women met with the harsh economic and social realities that many immigrant women faced. They often had
to work the “double day” taking care of children and family along with working in paid work to help in family
earnings. For Issei women in the Santa Clara Valley, this meant farming and other agricultural work. In more urban
areas, women worked in family owned businesses (such as laundry, dry goods stores, boarding houses and hotels),
or as domestic workers. Overall, Issei women’s involvement was with their families and they were an integral part
of Japanese American community life.

Resource Materials
Books for younger students
Because of the sensitivity of this subject, there are few books on the Japanese American female experience in preand post-World War II America for younger students. We hope that new works will be eventually published for this
age range.
Say, Allen (2004) Music for Alice, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0618311181. Allen Say writes a gentle true story about
Alice and her childhood on a California farm. Alice loves music and dancing and dreams often of being
a dancer. Years pass and Alice grows up and marries. World War II breaks out and the forced evacuation
starts. Instead of going to camp, Alice and her husband are sent to work on farms in desert areas to grow
food for the war effort. The book follows them through the post-war years. This is a “picture book”, but the
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prose, topics, and illustrations provide ample material for thought provoking discussions. The book does
describe the life of a strong Nisei woman in a story that children will understand. Reading level: third
through fifth grades.
Say, Allen (1999) Tea With Milk, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0395904951. This book, which is written and
illustrated by Say, tells the story of his mother Mai. She was born and raised in San Francisco and in
the 1930s, her Issei father chose to move the family to Japan. Mai, just graduated from high school, had
no choice but to accompany her family. Though primarily about Mai’s difficult adjustment to Japanese
culture, Tea With Milk gives a glimpse into what life in a traditional Japanese home was like for women
in the 1920s and 30s. Reading level: third through fifth grades.
Uchida, Yoshiko (1993, 2nd edition) A Jar of Dreams, Alladin, ISBN-10: 0689716729. This is the story of
Rinko, a young girl growing up in California, and her close knit family -- Issei parents, and two brothers.
Set in the 1930s, the book gives a view of what it was like to be Japanese American in a largely white
community. When Rinko is 11 years old, Aunt Waka comes from Japan for a visit and infuses the family
with enough confidence to go forward with their dreams for the future. This is a complex story about the
roles of women, conflict between generations and cultures, told in a way that third through fifth graders
would understand.

Books for older students and researchers:
Glenn, Evelyn Nakano (1988) Issei, Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations of Japanese American Women in Domestic
Service. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, ISBN: 0877225648. Nakano surveys the lives of Japanese
American women who worked in domestic service and how this type of employment affected both community
and family life.
Hara, Marie (1994) Banana Heart and Other Stories, Bamboo Ridge Press, ISBN 0910043337, Reading level, middle
school. Hara’s book is a collection of stories about Japanese American women in Hawaii during different
stages of their lives including picture bride, plantation worker, etc.
Kikumura, Akemi (1981) Through Harsh Winters, The Life of a Japanese American Woman. Chandler & Sharp, ISBN
0883165430.
Loveridge-Sanbonmatsu, Joan, Imperial Valley Nisei Women: Transcending Poston (2006) New Persephone Press,
ISBN 0977976904. A collection of oral histories of five articulate Japanese-American women whose young
lives had been interrupted by Executive Order 9066, a presidential order on 2/19/42, which put 120,000
persons of Japanese ancestry behind barbed wires during World War II.
Maruyama, Milton (1994) Five Years on a Rock, University of Hawaii Press, ISBN: 0824816773. This is the second
book in a series of fictionalized books about the Oyama family of Hawaii. It is the story of Sana, a young
bride sent from Japan to be the wife of the oldest Oyama son and her belief that after five years, she will be
able to return to Japan.
Nakano, Mei (1990) Japanese American Women: Three Generations 1890-1990. San Francisco: National Japanese
American Historical Society and Berkeley: Mina Press Publishing, ISBN: 0942610067. Nakano surveyed
these generations of Japanese American women and shows how their cultural values helped them adapt to the
hardships of a new country. Nakano also describes the lives of Nisei women who’s experiences were shaped
by World War II, and today’s Sansei women who juggle tradition with American “norms.”
Sone, Monica (1953) Nisei Daughter. University of Washington Press, ASIN: 0316803987. This autobiographical
story is about Sone’s childhood in Seattle, Washington, where she grew up half in the Japanese world, and half
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in the American world. She recounts her family’s experience of being relocated to Topaz, Utah.
Uchida, Yoshiko (1997 new edition) Picture Bride, A Novel, University of Washington Press, ISBN-10: 0295976160.
Uchida tells the fictionalized story of young Hana Omiya, who arrives in pre-World War II America to
wed an older storekeeper, Taro. The book follows Hana and Taro and daughter Mary through the years and
includes internment.
Yamamoto, Traise, Masking Selves, Making Subjects: Japanese American Women, Identity, and the Body (1999)
University of California Press, ISBN: 0520210344. This study is the first to situate Japanese American
women’s writing within theoretical contexts that provide a means of articulating the complex relationships
between language and the body, gender and agency, nationalism and identity.

DVD/Videos:
Picture Bride, Kayo Hatta, director (1995) available from Amazon.com. This film dramatization tells the story
of a young Japanese woman, Riyo, who comes to Hawaii in 1918 as a picture bride to wed Matsuji, an
older farm laborer. The film shows in detail, the lives of the Issei farm laborers, the hard physical job of
farming, and the everyday lifestyle of the Issei families. Riyo eventually grows to accept and love her
husband. There may be themes in the film that are not appropriate for viewers under 12 years of age. (95
minutes)
Japanese American Women: A Sense of Place, Rosanna Yamagiwa Alfar, Leita Hagemann, director (1992)
available from Women Make Movies, www.wmm.com. In this production, producer/director Rosanna
Yamagiwa Alfaro and 12 other Japanese-American women dispel the stereotype of being “docile” and
“submissive” as they express their feelings about their race and the unique position they have been put
in from being “neither Japanese nor American.”

Websites
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well www.
densho.org
Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj), a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s
educational partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project. www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Historical Society, located in San Francisco, the Historical Society has a large
photo collection and archives which include oral histories. www.njahs.org
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Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org

Eventually, some Issei saved enough money to open small stores, laundries, hotels, and
restaurants. The wives worked right alongside their husbands and when the children were old
enough, they were also expected to help out. Above, the Okita Brothers store in San Jose’s
Japantown in the early 1900’s. California History Center Archives.

Rt: Mary Yoshikawa and her 102 year old mother, Suenyo Inada from the KTEH documentary, Return
to the Valley. Mrs. Inada was perhaps the last of the Issei pioneer brides in the Santa Clara Valley.
She came to America as an eighteen year old in 1920 to marry her husband, a strawberry farmer. Lft:
Photo of Mrs. Inada used in the documentary’s opening sequence. KTEH
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Chapter 3
World War II:Evacuation and Life in Camp
By Wendy Ng, San Jose State University

Shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and war was declared with Japan, the U.S. government swiftly
enacted a series of measures to restrict the movement of Japanese Americans in the United States and Hawaii.
Suspecting that there might be potential spies within the Japanese American population, prominent community
leaders, Buddhist priests, and Japanese language teachers were arrested.
On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066. The order authorized the
military to take any measures necessary to assure the security of the United States West Coast. By March 1942,
Japanese American communities throughout the West Coast were told theywould have be “relocated” moved
inland away from strategic military areas.

Anti-Japanese sentiment started growing months before Pearl Harbor. On the leftare headlines calling for the ouster of all persons of Japanese ancestry from
California. On the right are the postings requiring people of Japanese ancestry to prepare to “relocate” from the western coastal regions. National Archives.

Some communities received only 24 to 48 hours
notice of their pending evacuation. Others had a
few weeks. Either way, families and individuals
had to find storage or dispose of their property,
businesses, farms, and belongings in a very short
period of time. Families could each take two
suitcases plus bedding. They did not know where
they would be going.

All nine members of the Mochida Family of Hayward, California,
waiting at the municipal park with other families for the bus that
would take them to the Assembly Center. National Archives.
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Piles of luggage and belongings at the municipal park in Hayward. Evacuees
boarded buses that would take them to the Assembly Centers. Trucks came along
later to pick up the luggage, though some of it had to be left behind. National
Archives.

Not all Californians wanted the Japanese Americans
moved out of the state. Here, a friend comes to
say goodbye and wish the family well, Hayward,
California. National Archives.

Assembly Centers: The first stop for most people were the Assembly Centers. These were temporary
facilities located at country fairgrounds and farm stockyards where the housing often consisted of small
rooms that were once inhabited by horses (see Table 1). Families shared tight living quarters with little
knowledge of where they would be going next. There was little to do, in some centers, schools were
started, but books and supplies were not available. Within a few months, Japanese Americans boarded
trains and buses, and shipped to more “permanent” facilities, or Relocation Centers.

Most of the people of Japanese ancestry were evacuated first to Assembly Centers. On the left is Tanforan, which was a racetrack. The Japanese were housed in
the horse stalls. On the right is the Salinas Assembly Center, which was hastily built on the Salinas Fairgrounds near the rodeo arena. Note the piles of baggage
in the foreground. National Archives.
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Table 1: List of Assembly Centers, 1942
Assembly Center
Puyallup, Washington
Portland, Oregon
Marysville, California
Sacramento, California
Tanforan, California
Stockton, California
Turlock, California
Salinas, California
Merced, California
Pinedale, California
Fresno, California
Tulare, California
Santa Anita, California
Pomona, California
Mayer, Arizona
Manzanar, California *

Population
7,390
3,676
2,451
4,739
7,816
4,271
3,661
3,586
4,508
4,792
5,120
4,978
18,719
5,434
245
9,837

Dates Open, 1942
April 28 to September 12
May 2 to September 10
May 8 to June 29
May 6 June 26
April 28 to October 13
May 10 to October 17
April 30 to August 12
April 27 to July 4
May 6 to September 15
May 7 to July 23
May 6 to October 30
April 20 to September 4
March 27 to October 27
May 7 to August 24
May 7 to June 2
March 21 to June 2

* Manzanar was transferred to the War Relocation Authority for use as a relocation camp.
Source: Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, 1982:138

Signpost on the way to Poston Relocation
Center, Arizona. National Archives.

Relocation Centers (see Table 2): The relocation centers, more commonly referred to as internment camps,
were located in the states of Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and, Wyoming. They were
built with military style barrack housing, central dining, washroom, and shower house facilities. The barracks
measured 20 by 100 feet long and were subdivided into four to six rooms per barrack. (approximately 20 by
16 or 20 by 25 feet) housed a single family. The rooms were heated by a single pot-bellied stove and had one
electric light bulb. There were no room dividers and the beds were army issue cots.
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Table 2: Location and Population of Relocation Centers
Center
Topaz
Poston
Gila River
Granada
Heart Mountain
Jerome
Manzanar
Minidoka
Rohwer
Tule Lake

Location
Utah
Arizona
Arizona
Colorado
Wyoming
Arkansas
California
Idaho
Arkansas
California

Population
8,130
17,814
13,348
7,318
10,767
8,497
10,056
9,397
8,475
18,789

Date Opened
September 11, 1942
May 5, 1942
July 20, 1942
August 27, 1942
August 12, 1942
October 6, 1942
June 1, 1942
August 10, 1942
September 18, 1942
May 17, 1942

Date Closed
October 31, 1945
November 28, 1945
November 10, 1945
October 15, 1945
November 10, 1945
June 30, 1944
November 21, 1945
October 2, 1945
November 30, 1945
March 20, 1946

Source: U.S. Department of Interior, 1946:197

Poston Arizona, was built on the Colorado River Indian
Reservation. National Archives

Gila River, Arizona, was built on the Pima Indian Reservation. National
Archives.

Manzanar, California, above. Tule Lake on the right, was the other
camp built in the interior region of California. National Archives.
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Heart Mountain, Wyoming was the Relocation Center that most
of the Japanese American people from the Santa Clara Valley
were assigned to. National Archives.

Topaz, located in the desert region of Utah, near the town of Delta.
National Archives.

Minidoka, Idaho. Several of the camps, like Heart Mountain and Minidoka, as well
as Topaz Utah, experienced heavy winter snows. Most Japanese Americans had
never lived in snowy areas and evacuated without heavy winter clothing. National
Archives.

On the right is Granada (Amache), Colorado. National Archives.

On the left is Jerome and the right is Rohwer, both built in Arkansas. Though the areas were forrested, both camps were largely on virgin swamp land that
had to be cleared before any building took place. National Archives.
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Living in Camp
Each room (approximately 20 by 16 or 20 by 25 feet) housed a single family. The rooms were heated by
a single pot-bellied stove and had one electric light bulb. There were no room dividers and the beds were
army issue cots. Camp living was not comfortable, particularly when evacuees had to endure harsh weather
conditions, extreme heat, and freezing temperatures. Many were not prepared for these living conditions.
Communities had to adjust and make do with the resources they had—cooks, carpenters, electricians,
teachers, plumbers, and medical personnel, all were used to make the camps inhabitable and to support the
population living there. As difficult as these times were for the residents, they had to come together as a
community to overcome the hardships of their confinement.

This is a typcial interior of a barrack. Families were crowded together, often in one room. Curtains and blankets were hung
up for privacy. This family actually has a bit more in the way of belongings that most. National Archives.

Former camp residents talk about the lack of privacy for families and individuals. Since barrack rooms
housed entire extended families, married couples and families with children did not have their separate
rooms. Eating was done in a communal “mess hall” and bathroom stalls initially had no doors on them for
privacy. Although food was adequate, it may not have been palatable for everyone. Because of the wartime,
there were shortages with sugar, meat, milk, and other essentials. All of these things contributed to increased
tension and disagreement in families because of the strained living conditions.
While every attempt was made to make life “normal” inside the barbed wire fences of the camps, it was
still difficult for many residents to carry on with their lives as they had before the war. There were many
Nisei (second generation) who had some college education and training. They became teachers and
clerical workers. But schools were woefully inadequate, with little in the way of books and supplies.
Doctors, nurses, and dentists were also found among the population and they formed the basic, yet
again undersupplied medical unit for the camps. Camp administrators were non-Japanese, brought in as
government workers to oversee the mass bureaucracy of the small town camps.
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Agriculture in the Camps
The US government spent on average, about 45 cents per day, per person for
food. This was three meals per day for each man, woman, and child. Needless
to say, meals were bland and not extremely nutritious even though the
Japanese American cooks tried their best with the available supplies. At left is
an example of a lunch serving at Manzanar. National Archives.

Soon after their arrival in the camps, the Japanese
Americans obtained permission to farm food crops and
livestock. The government supplied the tractors, seed
and irrigation equipment as well as the livestock This
is a cabbage patch at Tule Lake, California. National
Archives.

The experienced
Issei and Nisei
farmers knew how
to raise livestock,
which eventually
also included
poultry and beef
cattle. Some had
operated much
larger farms back
home. This is
the hog farm at
Amache. National
Archives.

Kids in the 4H Clubs helped with the livestock.
Amache, Colorado. National Archives.
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Rohwer, Arkansas, also had extensive farming
operations. However, the land, which had never been
developed, was heavily forrested. Evacuees had to cut
and clear the land before farming could begin. They
operated a small sawmill and the surplus wood went
into building the camp and making furniture for the
school. National Archives.

Though there was a small motorpool of vehicles at Rohwer,
most of the farm hauling was done with mules. Here, boys
are delivering wood to the barracks. National Archives.

Every able-bodied adult could work in camp (though mothers with
young children could choose to remain “homemakers”), either in
some aspect of camp administration, farming, the coop store and
beauty/barber shops, food and laundry services, fire prevention,
etc. They earned between $12 and $16 on average per month.
The salaries were important because internees had to purchase
extras such toiletries, clothing, postage, etc. Here, two women are
assisting with the potato harvest at Tule Lake. National Archives.

Some camps like Tule Lake, had good soil.
Other locations like Topaz were largely desert.
At the camps better suited to agriculture,
often, the experienced Japanese American
farmers, were able to produce far more food
crops than the camps could use. Every fall,
some camps would hold Harvest Festivals
with displays made by the schoolchildren.
National Archives.
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Within a short time after the camps opened, many began to try and
find ways to leave. While they could not return to their West Coast
homes, they could move elsewhere in the United States, provided they
could find employment and tolerate the anti-Japanese attitudes. The
restrictions of the camp became too many for some, and there was a
shortage of farm labor, so many left the camps to work as unskilled
agricultural laborers in Idaho and Montana. They left for places such
as Seabrook Farms, New Jersey or Chicago, or anywhere else in the
Midwest and East they could find jobs. Some Nisei found support
through the college Nisei relocation program that found colleges and
universities that would take them to continue their education.

Beet field workers in Idaho, National Archives

Machinist, office employees, and electroplating worker. National Archives.

In the case of Mitsuye Endo, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the government could not detain
admittedly loyal individuals in camps. This opened the doors for many more to leave camp and
eventually return to their West Coast homes. By 1945, most of the camps had closed. In 1946, Tule
Lake in California was the last camp closed.

Children’s Lives in Internment Camp
For the most part, kids did not have a bad life in camp. Most of the school-aged ones were too young to understand about the
loss of civil rights and civil liberties. Parents tried their best to make the children’s lives as normal as possible. The children
went to school, played with friends and had many organized activities like this baseball game at Manzanar (left) ahd the
Topaz High School football team warming up for the upcoming game of visiting Fillmore High. National Archives.

Kids, especially those from farm families, now had freedom from chores. They had more time to play and be with their friends.
Baseball and team sports played an integral part in children’s lives. There wasn’t a whole lot to do besides attending school so
recreational activities and afterschool arts and culture classes had to be organized, both for children and adults. The high school
football teams often played other rural town teams and became real sports events for parents and internees.
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These are some of the orphan children at Manzanar. It didn’t matter
if you were an orphan, if you had 1/8th Japanese ancestry, you had
to go to camp. The Children’s Village barracks housed 65 children
from three different institutions. National Archives.

Almost all the camps had both Boy and Girl Scout
troops. Here, the Rohwer and Jerome Boy Scouts go on a
chaperoned camping trip in 1944. National Archives

Every camp had pre-schools, elementary, middle and high schools. Left, fourth grade at Amache, right, Rim Rock School fifth grade at Tule Lake. Most
schools were inadequately furnished. Tables and desks were made by the parents. Note the coal burning stoves in the photos, the only source of heat in the
classrooms. National Archives

Amache High School exterior and above, inside at a chemistry
class. Most of the camp high schools like those at Amache and
Topaz were built by the Japanese Americans. National Archives
School activities were the center of kids’ lives. Teachers were
recruited from those Japanese Americans educators in camp and
from nearby towns. Below left, high school kids with teacher,
at Heart Mountain, and right, a high school dance at Amache.
National Archives
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Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
Cooper, Michael L. (2002) Remembering Manzanar: Life in a Japanese Relocation Camp, Clarion Books,
ISBN: 0618067787. Cooper tells the stories of those incarcerated in Manzanar, the first internment camp
built in California, through photos, diaries, letters, and interviews. Reading level 4th grade and up.
Denenberg, Barry (1999) Journal Of Ben Uchida : Citizen #13559, Scholastic Books, ISBN: 0590485318. This
is a novel, written as the journal of twelve year old Ben Uchida. His family’s experiences at Mirror Lake
are told through his eyes. Reading level, 4th grade and up.
Houston, Jeanne, (1983) Farewell to Manzanar, Bantam, ISBN: 0553262165, reading level 5th through 12th
grade. Houston’s book has become a standard part of school reading west of the Rocky Mountains. It is
the story of her family’s incarceration at Manzanar. It was adapted into a film version (see below.) Many
teaching guides are available through Amazon.com and the Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP)
see below in website section.
Matsuoka, Jack (2003) Poston: Camp II, Block 211: Daily Life in an Internment Camp, Asian American
Curriculum Project, ISBN-10: 0934609098. Jack Matsuoka was about 16 years old at the time of the
relocation. He drew cartoons and wrote captions about his experience as a young teen in camp. This
book is a collection of the drawings he saved with some commentary he has written to accompany the
illustrations.
Means, Florence Cranell (1993) The Moved Outers, Walker and Company, ISBN: 0802773869. This Newberry
Honor Book, is a novel about the experiences of high school student Sumiko Ohara (Sue) and her
family in internment camp. Reading level is 4th through 6th grades but topics may make the book more
appropriate for middle school students.
Mochizuki, Ken, (1995 Reprint edition), Baseball Saved Us, Lee and Low Books, ISBN: 1880000199. Reading
level 2nd to 4th grade. Shorty’s father builds a baseball field in camp. Baseball helps make life in camp
more normal for the children.
Oppenheim, Joanne, (2006), Dear Miss Breed, Scholastic Nonfiction, ISBN-10: 0439569923. This book is a
collection of letters from students, from the sixth to tenth grades. Miss Breed was librarian at the San
Diego Public Library who came to know many of the Japanese American kids who frequented her
branch. In 1942, she began sending letters and care packages of books, candy, and other treats to the kids
when they were forced to evacuate with their families. She also wrote articles for Library Journal and
The Horn Book that articulated their plight. In return, the recipients expressed their gratitude in letters.
While their lives were marked by deprivation and uncertainty, their letters reveal an unquenchable
optimism.
Shigekawa, Marlene, Blue Jay in the Desert (2000) AACP Inc. Publishing, ISBN:1879965046. This is the story
of a Japanese American boy and his family who are interned during World War II. Young Junior doesn’t
quite understand what the internment is all about but through his eyes you are able to see how it has
affected the adults around him.

More Books for younger students:
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Soentpiet, Chris K. (1998) So Far From the Sea, Clarion Books, ISBN: 0395720958, Reading level 3rd through
5th grade. Laura Iwasaki and her family visit Manzanar in 1972 before their upcoming move to Boston. Her
grandfather, a fisherman who loved the sea, was buried at Manzanar. This book is a retelling of the family’s
experiences in internment camp
Stanley, Jerry, I am an American: A True Story of Japanese Internment (1996) (ALA Notable Children’s Book,
Horn Book Fanfare Honor Book) Crown Books for Young Readers, ISBN: 0517885514. The author
presents a highly personal portrait of Shi Nomura, one of the nearly 120,000 Americans of Japanese
ancestry whom the federal government ordered evacuated from their West Coast homes to relocation camps
as a result of war-provoked hysteria and hostility.
Uchida, Yoshiko (reissued 1988) Journey to Topaz, Scott Foresman, publisher ISBN: 0916870855, Reading level
3rd to 4th grade. This book was one of the first written for children about the forced relocation. It tells the
story of Uchida’s family from the perspective of their ten year old daughter. There is an accompanying
teacher’s guide, Using Journey to Topaz in the Classroom, by Caroline Nakajima, 1994, Teacher Created
Materials, ISBN: 1557344302. Available from Amazon.com.
Uchida, Yoshiko, 1996, The Bracelet, Puffin Publishing, ISBN: 069811390X, Reading level 3rd to 5th grade. The
story of Emi and her family, evacuated from Berkeley, CA in 1942. Emi loses her most prized keepsake, a
bracelet, given to her by her best friend. Eventually she realizes that she doesn’t need a token to remember
those who love her.
Welch, A. Catherine, Children of the Relocation Camps (Picture the American Past) (2000) Carolrhoda Books
Publisher, ISBN: 1575053500. The brief text explains the hysteria, distrust, and hatred that led to the
eventual incarceration of these innocent citizens. The pictures, along with quotations from former detainees,
help to describe the experiences families were forced to endure.

Books for older students and researchers:
Gruenewald, Matsuda Mary, Looking Like the Enemy: My Story of Imprisonment in Japanese American Internment
Camps (2005) New Sage Press, ISBN: 0939165538. In this memoir, Mary Matsuda Gruenewald writes
about what is was like to face an indefinite sentence in crowded, primitive camps; the struggle for survival
and dignity; and the strength gained from learning what she was capable of and could do to sustain her
family.
Inada, Lawson Fusao, editor (2000) Only What We Could Carry: The Japanese American Internment Experience,
Heydey Books, ISBN: 1890771309. This is an unusual anthology of poetry, prose, biography, news
accounts, formal government declarations, letters, and autobiography along with photographs, sketches, and
cartoons that reflect the tragedy of the internment.
Komatsu, Kimberley and Komatsu, Kaleigh (2002) In America’s Shadow. Thomas George Books,
ISBN:0970982909. This is a photo book on the internment with personal memories interspersed throughout.
Muller, L. Eric, American Inquisition: The Hunt for Japanese American Disloyalty in World War II (H. Eugene and
Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) (2007) The University of North Carolina Press ISBN: 0807831735. Muller
relates the untold story of exactly how military and civilian bureaucrats judged these tens of thousands of
American citizens during wartime.
Murray, Alice Yang (2000) What did the Internment of Japanese Americans Mean? Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN:
0312228163. Murray investigates the U.S. government’s role in planning and carrying out the removal and
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internment of thousands of citizens, resident aliens, and foreign nationals, and the ways in which

Americans coped with or resisted their removal and incarceration.
Ng, Wendy. (2002) Japanese American Internment During World War II. Greenwood Publishing Group, ISBN:
031331375X. The internment of thousands of Japanese Americans during World War II is one of the most
shameful episodes in American history. This reference guide will help students and other interested readers to
understand the history of this action and its reinterpretation in recent years.
O’Brien, David J. and Stephen S. Fugita (1991) The Japanese American Experience. University of Indiana Press,
ISBN: 0253206561. This book is scholarly in nature and provides extensive bibliography of references.
Okubo, Mine (1983) Citizen 13660, University of Washington Press, ISBN: 0295959894. Mine Okubo was a college
student in 1942 and this is her personal memoir of life in two of the internment camps.
Okihiro, Gary Y. (1996) Whispered Silences: Japanese Americans and World War II, University of Washington Press,
ASIN: 0295974982. Memories and images of the camps during World War II and how they appear today.
Available from Asian American Curriculum Project (www.asianamericanbooks.com)
Okihiro, Gary Y. and Gordon, Linda, editors (2006) Dorothea Lange and the censored images of Japanese America
Internment W.W. Norton, ISBN-13: 978-0393060737 The War Relocation Authority hired photographer,
Dorothea Lange to document the evacuation and the internment from 1942 to 1945. She was given strict
instructions not to show the guards, barbed wire, watch towers, and to photograph the evacuation and
relocation but not in detail. This is a collection of photographs that were impounded and suppressed from
publication by the federal government.
Sakauye, Eiichi Edward (2000) A Reflection on the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, A Photo Essay. Eiichi
Edward Sakauye, Publisher, ISBN 0-934609-06-3. Sakauye was a respected leader in the Japanese American
community of San Jose. This book, a labor of love, is his personal collection of photos and writings about
his experience at Heart Mountain, Wyoming. Available from Asian American Curriculum Project (www.
asianamericanbooks.com)
Uchida, Yoshiko, Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family, (1984) University of Washington
Press, ISBN: 0295961902. This story is a compelling autobiographical narrative of injustice, racial prejudice,
endurance, and family devotion. After the attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan and the outbreak of World War
II, the family endures the fate suffered by many other Japanese Americans: they are forced to abandon their
home and are relocated to an internment camp in Utah.
Yellin, Emily, Our Mothers’ War: American Women at Home and at the Front During World War II (2005) Free Press
Publisher, ISBN: 0743245164. This book reveals all of the responsibilities held by women, including helping
to manufacture aircraft, ships, and other munitions; and, in the process, out producing all of America’s allies
and enemies, by far.
Yamada, Mitsuye, Camp Notes and Other Writings (1998) Rutgers University Press, ISBN: 081352606x. Her
reflections of the camp are vivid, pain-filled, weighted with irony. She confronts the ‘invisibility’ of Asian
American women in American culture.
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Resources for Teachers:
Japanese American Citizens’ League (JACL) National Education Committee, (2002) The Japanese American
Experience, A Lesson in American History: Curriculum and Resource Guide, 4th Edition. This 125
page loose-leaf notebook includes an historical overview, important dates, resources and learning
activities. Available from Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP) Get the online catalog at www.
asianamericanbooks.com
The Journey from Gold Mountain: The Asian American Experience, (2006) This curriculum and teacher
resource guide is 85 pages of historical overview, resources and learning activities. Available from
JACL, www.jacl.org
Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP, www.asianamericanbooks.com) 1942 Japanese American
Concentration Camp Photos: DPA Series Relocation of Japanese Americans. Fifteen, 11” X 14”
black and white photos for classroom use. Each photo has captions. Available from Asian American
Curriculum Project (AACP)
Executive Order 9066 Evacuation Notice. This is a 14” X 20” reproduction of the original 1942 evacuation
poster. Available from Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP)

DVD/Videos:
American Pastime, a film by Desmond Nakano ( 2007) This is a drama about the camp experience told from
the microcosm of baseball — those who played it, those who watched the games. There is additional
documentary interview footage with camp internees and veterans of the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team (RCT.) Available from Amazon.com (106 minutes.)
Diamonds in the Rough (2005), Nisei Baseball Research Project, available through Japanese American
National Museum store www.janm.org or www.nbrp.com . This documentary is the story of a legacy in
which baseball helped transcend bigotry and hatred to bring pride and respect to Japanese-Americans
who loved the game. Japanese Americans kept the baseball tradition alive while in internment camp. (35
minutes)
Time of Fear, a film by Peter Thomas (2005) This documentary is about the internment camps in Southeast
Arkansas, Rohwer and Jerome and the internees sent there. It also explores the attitudes of the Southern
US, and includes segments about the 442nd RCT and the 100th Battalion, including the friction between
the Hawaiian Japanese and their mainland counterparts. Available from www.shoppbs.org or Amazon.
com. (60 minutes)
Unfinished Business, Steven Okazaki, director (1984, orig. release, 2005 DVD release) is the story of
three Japanese American resistors – Gordon Hirabayashi, Fred Korematsu, and Minoru Yasui –
who courageously defied the government order and refused to go, resulting in their conviction and
imprisonment. Available through Amazon.com or CAAM. (58 minutes)
From a Silk Cocoon, Hesono O, Director, (2005) available through CAAM at www.asianamericanmedia.org
or the Japanese American National Museum store at www.janm.org. This is a story of a young Japanese
American couple whose shattered dreams and forsaken loyalties lead them to renounce their American
citizenship while held in separate prison camps during World War II. Visit the film’s website at www.
fromasilkcocoon.com to learn more. (57 minutes)
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Life Interrupted: Reunion and Remembrance in Arkansas, (2006) Japanese American National Museum
available at www.janmstore.com. This DVD features the stories, history and emotions of a community
forged in the remote Arkansas swamps more than 60 years ago. Includes material taped at the four day
symposium of the same name. (60 minutes.)
Toyo Miyatake: Infinite Shades of Gray, Robert A. Nakamura and Karen L. Ishizuka, producers (2002) available
from CAAM. This film is about renown photographer Toyo Miyatake, who established a well-respected
studio in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo. Miyatake shot some of the most vivid photos of the internment
experience ever published. (30 minutes)
Forsaken Fields, KVIE PBS Sacramento (2001) available from Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) at
www.asianamericanmedia.org. This program is about the Japanese American community of Sacramento
and describes what happened to the agriculture in the region as well as the farms established in the camps
to supply food for the Japanese Americans. Rare home movies of farming at Heart Mountain, Wyoming
originally shot by San Jose resident Edward Eichii Sakauye are included. (26 minutes)
Children of the Camps, a film by Satsuki Ina (1999) available at http://www.children-of-the-camps.org. or www.
JACL.org. Camp life and the internment experience told by six interview participants who were children
in 1942. (60 minutes)
Rabbit in the Moon, a film by Emiko Omori (1999) available from Amazon.com. This Emmy award-winning film
is a personal memoir made by Nisei Emiko Omori about the camp experience and the emotional impact on
her family. (87 minutes)
Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story (1999) a film by Eric Paul Fournier. This film tells the
story of Fred Korematsu and his legal action against the United States government over
the legality of the internment. Though he lost his 1944 Supreme Court Case, Korematsu’s cause was taken
up by a new generation of attorneys in the 1970’s resulting in a stunning civil rights victory. Available
through Amazon.com (60 minutes)
Days of Waiting, a film by Steven Okazaki (1998) available from Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) at
www.asianamericanmedia.org or Amazon.com. This Academy Award Winning Film is the story of Estelle
Ishigo, a Caucasian woman who went to Heart Mountain with her Japanese American husband. Ishigo
documented the camp experience through sensitive and emotional writings and drawings. (28 minutes)
Heart Mountain, Three Years in an Internment Camp, David Hosley, (1997) KVIE Sacramento PBS, available
from CAAM. This documentary is about the Heart Mountain relocation camp in Wyoming. (27 minutes)
Tanforan, Race Track to Assembly Center, a film by Diane Fukami (1995) available from CAAM. Fukami
documents the Tanforan Race Track near San Francisco, California, where many Japanese Americans were
forcibly relocated to wait transit to more permanent internment camps. (57 minutes)
Eagle Against the Sun, a film by John Akahoshi (1992) available from CAAM. This drama follows a teenager,
Helen, who dreams of a perfect senior year in high school. Instead, she and her family are forcibly
relocated to internment camp, where she does finally graduate from high school. (28 minutes)
Topaz, Ken Verdoia, director (1991), available at www.kued.com. Documents the denial of rights to American
citizens of Japanese descent who were forced from their homes to Utah’s desert rangeland during World
War II.
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Farewell to Manzanar, Universal Studios, (1976.) This film, directed by John Korty is the cinematic adaptation
of Jeanne Houston’s book, Farewell to Manzanar and was probably the first film on the internment
made for television that tells the story from the Japanese American perspective. The film is not available
currently for sale but 10,000 free copies and a teaching guide, were made available in 2002 to educators
in California through the state library system. (1 hr, 40 min.)

Websites and Organizations:
Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP) for over 33 years, AACP has featured extensive collection of
Asian American books and educational materials. Get the online catalog at www.asianamericanbooks.
com or call them at (800)874-2242 or (650)357-1088. They’re located in San Mateo, California.
California Civil Liberties Public Education Program at www.library.ca.gov/grants/cclpep/
The California Civil Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP) was created in 1999 as the result of the
passage of the California Civil Liberties Public Education Act sponsored by Assembly member Mike
Honda and others. The legislation creates the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program,
(CCLPEP). Its purpose is to provide competitive grants for public educational activities and the
development of educational materials to ensure that the events surrounding the exclusion, forced
removal and incarceration of civilians and permanent resident aliens of Japanese ancestry will be
remembered and so that causes and circumstances of this and similar events may be illuminated and
understood.
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.
densho.org
Japanese American Digital Archive (JARDA), is a digital archive with photos, lesson plans, government
documents, and reference materials. www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/jarda
Japanese American Museum of San Jose, a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s educational
partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project. www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org
The Japanese American Network. This website has links to many other sites focusing on the Internment
experience. www.janet.org
Masumi Hayashi, a photography professor at Cleveland State University has visited and photographed most of
the internment camps. See her collection and researched material at
www.masumihayashi.com -- includes information about Japanese Canadian internment.
National Japanese American Historical Society, located in San Francisco’s Japantown and has a small exhibit
area. www.nikkeiheritage.org. The NJAHS has also designed a curriculum on the internment with a
listing of all pertinent government documents. Visit this website to download the material and to see the
government material: http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment
Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) formerly known as National Asian American Telecommunications
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Association www.asianamericanmedia.org
War Relocation Authority Photographs of Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement at the Bancroft Library,
UC Berkeley www.oac.cdlib.org/ Type “Bancroft library WRA” in the search window and this will lead you
to the online collection. This is one of two large digital collections of War Relocation Authority photographs
that are part of the National Archives. They have many of the same photographs though the National
Archives collection is more comprehensive. The large majority of photos in both collections have been
digitized and are available on-line.
National Archives www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the Japanese
American experience during World War II. You’ll find many links including those to a database listing
the names of most of the internees (based on 1940’s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of
Congressional testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
Topaz Museum, located in Delta, Utah, the Museum has a recreation of fully furnished tar paper barracks and also a
on-line exhibit www.topazmuseum.org
Friends of Minidoka is a website created to engage in and support education, uphold the legacy of those interned
and the internment experience, support research, and promote alliances with organizations with common
objectives such as the National Park Service. www.minidoka.org
Tule Lake Committee is a website created to record the history of the Tule Lake Relocation Center. There is a
history section as well as information about pilgrimages to the site www.tulelake.org
Manazanar National Historic Site in California is run by the US Park Service. There is a visitor’s center and ranger
led tours. www.nps.gov/manz/
The City of San Francisco has a virtual museum with Japanese American Material, go to www.sfmuseum.org and
type “Japanese Internment”in the search engine.

Mother with children at one of the dining halls at Manzanar, 1942. National Archives
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Chapter 4
Japanese Americans in the Military
By Stephen Fugita, Santa Clara University

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, Americans of Japanese ancestry who were of draft age had their status changed
from eligible for the draft to enemy alien. This latter designation not only incorrectly labeled them as aliens but
also made it impossible for them to serve in the Army (the only branch they had been allowed to join). Many of
those already in the Army were either discharged or had their weapons taken away.
Hawaii, which was then still a territory and not a state, sent some 1,400 Japanese American soldiers to the
mainland in 1942. Most of these soldiers were in the Hawaii National Guard. They formed a new unit, the
100th Battalion when they arrived on the mainland. After a long training period, these men shipped out to North
Africa in 1943 and soon experienced heavy fighting in Italy. Because of the many casualties they suffered, they
became known as the “Purple Heart Battalion.”
In early 1943, the War Department decided to form a combat team made up of volunteers from both Hawaii
and the mainland concentration camps. The majority of volunteers came from Hawaii although over 1,200 men
volunteered from the camps. Interestingly, in the early days of training, the mainland and Hawaii volunteers did
not get along.
The unit was designated the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and adopted the Hawaiian crapshooter’s slogan

From the top left, recruitment office at Heart
Mountain, Wyoming. Young enlistee
completes paperwork. Bottom left,
volunteers from Topaz, Utah, prepare
to board the bus to the train station,
bound for basic training at Camp Shelby,
Mississippi. National Archives.
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of “Go for Broke” as its motto. The 442nd shipped out
for Europe in the spring of 1944 where it joined the, by
then, battle-hardened 100th Battalion. The 442nd initially
fought the Germans in Italy. It engaged in some of its
heaviest fighting liberating the French towns of Bruyeres,
Belmont and Biffontaine. Soon after, the unit was called
in to rescue the “Lost Battalion”—an American infantry
regiment from Texas who were trapped behind enemy
lines for several weeks. Here the 442nd suffered some
800 casualties to rescue 211 Texans. Some of the unit,
including, Daniel Inouye, felt that they were treated as
expendable “cannon fodder.”
Toward the end of the war in Europe, a unit of the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion

Photos on this page, top, members of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team during basic training at Camp Shelby,
Mississippi, above left, the 232nd engineers watch an
amphibious training exercise on the banks of the Leaf
River, above, building a pontoon bridge. Immediate left,
the 442nd RCT and the 100th Battalion, were some of the
most documented and photographed units of World War II.
National Archives
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was separated from the rest of the 442nd. While chasing
the rapidly retreating Germans, the 522nd passed
through an elaborate system of concentration camps
and sub-camps known as Dachau and aided thousands
of starving survivors. What was ironic was the fact that
many of these men who were liberating others had been
themselves imprisoned.
Japanese Americans also served in the Pacific in the
Military Intelligence Service (MIS). Much less is
known about the exploits of these some 6000 men
and 51 women linguists or language specialists. After
intensive training, these soldiers were sent in small
detachments to units throughout the Pacific not only
with U.S. forces but other allied countries as well. They
proved invaluable as translators, interrogators, war crime
trial interpreters, and writers of propaganda. Ultimately,
their language school developed into the world famous
Defense Language Institute at the Presidio of Monterey.
Three of the buildings on the campus are named after
Japanese American MIS linguists.

442nd training at Camp Shelby. The men would soon ship out for Europe,
where they would participate in some of the most intense fighting of the war.
They fought in eight major campaigns including the battles at Anzio, RomeArno, and Bruyeres-Biffontaine, National Archives

By the end of the war, the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team was hailed as the most decorated unit for its size
and length of service in American military history.
Eventually, twenty-one members of the combat team
were awarded the Medal of Honor, but only one during
World War II. In 2000, after an extensive review of
medals, citations and awards given to minority soliders,
twenty additional members of the 442nd received the
Medal of Honor for bravery and service to their country.
The outstanding record of the unit made it easier for
Japanese Americans to be accepted by American society
after the war and also, to obtain an apology from the
American government in 1988. President Harry Truman
told the unit “You fought not only the enemy but you
fought prejudice—and you have won.”

On July 15, 1946, President Harry S. Truman, himself a veteran
of WW I,a long with top Military representatives reviewed the
442nd RCT troops at a special ceremony in Washington, DC,
National Archives
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The Home Front

The impact of so many young men and women away serving in the Armed Forces is a new area of research in Asian American studies. However, it is known
that many Issei parents and younger siblings missed those away serving overseas very much — as evidenced by these photos from the National Archives.

Left, Parents and siblings did what they could to help out the war effort including purchasing war bonds and staffing camp USO’s like this one at Heart Mountain. The
USO’s welcomed the GI’s who came to visit their families before shipping out. Above, the Memorial Day ceremony at Amache in 1944, to honor the young men killed
in action. Far right, these were some of the Gold Star mothers, when a family’s son was killed in action, the military came and gave the mother his medals and a “Gold
Star” to signify the family’s loss. National Archives.

Remembrance
In 1995, Japanese American veterans
dedicated a marker commemorating the
442nd RCT at the Mississippi Armed
Forces Museum, Camp Shelby. A
monument has also been dedicated in Little
Tokyo, Los Angeles, California. 1943
Photo of Camp Shelby, National Archives,
442nd marker photos from Mississippi
Armed Forces Museum at Camp Shelby.
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Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
There are very few books on the topic of Japanese Americans in the military for younger students. However, new
material is being published all the time and there may be more books available in the future.
Cooper, Michael L. (2000) Fighting For Honor: Japanese Americans and World War II, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN:
0395913756. This book is meant for sixth grade and up. Cooper describes the military contributions of
Japanese American soldiers during World War II. There are some strong images and descriptions of military
action that may make this book unsuitable for younger children.
McGowen, Tom (1995) Go For Broke, Japanese Americans in World War II, Franklin Watts, ISBN: 0531201953.
McGowen describes the military service of the 442nd and 100th Battalion for children. Reading level is 5th
grade and up.
Uchida, Yoshiko (1996) Journey Home, Scott Foresman, ASIN: 0663592194. Uchida’s book, the sequel to Journey
to Topaz, is actually about resettlement. However, college aged, older brother Ken does come home as
an army veteran. He has a difficult time adjusting back to civilian life in a changed America – which is
described in a manner that young readers can understand. Reading level is 4th grade and up.

Books for older students and researchers:
There has been tremendous interest in the last few years on Japanese Americans in the military, resulting in many
new books, research projects and films. This is a cross section of available material.
Asahina, Robert (2006) Just Americans: How Japanese Americans won a War at Home and Abroad, Gotham,
ISBN-10: 1592401988. This book focuses on the combat units. The independent 100th Battalion was
formed in Hawaii, the 442d Regimental Combat Team had soldiers from both Hawaii and on the mainland
detention camps, and the two units’ different backgrounds and experiences made for a good deal of rivalry
and ill feeling at first. In time they merged and, exhibiting formidable mastery of infantry combat, compiled
a combat record in Italy and France that for a unit of its size, remains unequalled.
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Chang, Thelma (1991) I Can Never Forget: Men of the 100th/442nd, SIGI Productions, ISBN: 0963022806.
This book does include black and white photos of the units.
Crost, Lyn (1994) Honor by Fire: Japanese Americans at War in Europe and the Pacific, Presidio Press ASIN:
0891415211. Crost writes about the 442nd RCT and 100th Battalion as well as the MIS units in the
Pacific theatre.
Duus, Masayo Umezawa (1987) Unlikely Liberators: The Men of the 100th and 442nd. University of Hawaii
Press, ISBN: 0824810813. This book focuses more on Hawaii’s 100th Battalion but does talk about the
442nd RCT.
Hawaii Nikkei History Board (1999) Japanese Eyes, American Heart, University of Hawaii Press, ISBN:
0824821440. Compiled and edited by the Hawaii Nikkei History Board staff, this book presents the oral
histories of 54 contributors, including the recollections of many Nisei veterans of the 100th Battalion.
There are also stories about life on the Hawaiian home front, and first hand accounts of the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. There is a roll call of WW II soldiers of Americans of Japanese ancestry.
Ichinokuchi, Tad (1988) John Aiso and the M.I.S.: Japanese-American Soldiers in the Military Intelligence
Service, World War II. Los Angeles: Military Intelligence Service Club of Southern California.
McNaughton, James, Nisei Linguists: Japanese Americans in the Military Intelligence Service During World
War II (2007) U.S. Army Center of Military History Publisher, ISBN: 0160729572. This is a story of secondgeneration Japanese Americans (Nisei) who served as interpreters and translators in World War II.
Describes how the War Department recruited soldiers from an ethnic minority and trained them in a
secret school to use the Japanese language.
Moore, L. Brenda, Serving Our Country: Japanese American Women in the Military during World War II (2003)
Rutgers University Press, ISBN: 0813532787. Through in-depth interviews with surviving Nisei women
who served, Brenda L. Moore provides fascinating firsthand accounts of their experiences. Interested
primarily in shedding light on the experiences of Nisei women during the war, the author argues for the
relevance of these experiences to larger questions of American race relations and views on gender and
their intersections, particularly in the country’s highly charged wartime atmosphere.
Steidl, Franz (new edition 2001) Lost battalions: Going for Broke in the Visages, autumn 1944. Presidio
Press, ISBN-10: 0891417273. Although this book is not specifically about the Nisei, it covers their
participation in the campaign that would make their regiment the most decorated unit in American
history. In the fall of 1944, the Allies were driving hard and the Germans were falling back on all fronts.
A stand was made by the Germans in the rugged terrain of the Vosges Mountains, where fighting was
bitter and intense. The Nisei are not examined in a vacuum, but in conjunction with the actions of other
units, both American and German. Much of the book is based on official reports and thus confusing to
follow, yet it has numerous personal letters, citations for valor, and interviews that bring the participants
to life.
Tanaka, Chester (1997) Go For Broke, Presidio Press, ASIN: 0891416307. This reprint edition, which is
available at some libraries and through www.asianamericanbooks.com, is a pictorial history of the 442nd
RCT and 100th Battalion. Tanaka was a veteran of the 442nd RCT and has included some stunning
photos along with his text.
Uyeda, Clifford, editor, and the MIS Association of Northern California (1992) Pacific War and Peace:
Americans of Japanese Ancestry in Military Intelligence Service 1941 – 1952. National Japanese
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American Historical Society, ISBN: 1881506029. This book may be available through the National
Japanese American Historical Society (see Websites below) or through rare and hard to find book sites
like alibris.com.
Yenne, Bill (2007) Rising Sons: The Japanese American GIs Who Fought for the United States in World War II.
Thomas Dunne Books ISBN-10: 0312354649. More than 21,000 Japanese-American men and women
volunteered for service in the U.S. armed forces in World War II, with more than 9,000 receiving Purple
Hearts and 21 holding the Medal of Honor, the highest U.S. decoration for bravery. Yenne shows that
many were patriots, who put duty above grievance while wondering if the country whose uniform they
wore would ever accept them again.

DVD/Videos:
There is a growing archive of films and DVD’s about the Japanese American military experience during WW II.
This is a cross section of what is available.
The War, WETA (2007) Produced by Ken Burns. This a seven part series is about WW II from the perspective
of four cities in America. The 44nd/100th Batalion is featured in some of the episodes along with
interviews from veterans including Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii. The DVD set and accompanying
book is available from PBS.org and Amazon.com.
The War: Nisei Soldiers, KTEH (2007) Produced by KTEH, this film tells the story of Japanese American
veterans from the Santa Clara Valley and Central Coast Region of California. Most served in the 442nd
RCT and a few in the MIS units. (27 minutes) Available for no cost, streamed from the KTEH website at
www.kteh.org/thewar
Most Honorable Son (2007)Bill Kubota, Director. This documentary is about Ben Kuroki, who volunteered for
the US Army Air Corps. The story of this Japanese American air war hero is told through rare and littleseen footage, as well as emotional recollections from Kuroki and his fellow airmen of the 8th and 20th
Army Air Forces. Available from Amazon.com and PBS.org (60 minutes.)
Only the Brave, Lane Nishikawa, Producer (2005) This film is not an historical documentary but a
dramatization of the experiences of 100th Batallion/442nd RCT from the perspective of the Japanese
American soldiers. The film is set in the last few days of the rescue of the Lost Battalion and provides
back-story on the characters. May contain content that is not suitable for young viewers. Available at
www.onlythebravemovie.com
Going for Honor, Going for Broke, George Toshio Johnson, Producer (2005) This short-form educational
documentary for students and adults alike tells the uniquely American story of the formation and
heroism of the 100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team. The segregated U.S. Army team
comprised mostly of Japanese Americans, became one of the most highly decorated military units in
United States history. (16 minutes) available from Japanese American National Museum store, www.
janm.org
Journey of Honor, Stuart Yamane, Producer (2001) KHET Hawaii Public Television. This documentary is
told from Yamane’s perspective as he follows a group of 442nd/100th Infantry Japanese Americans
on a poignant and emotional reunion tour of many of the battlefields of Italy where the units fought so
bravely. Available from CAAM. (60 minutes)
Honor Bound, Wendy Hanamura, Producer (1995) available from several sources including Media Rights
(www.mediarights.org) 104 W. 14th St., 4th Fl., NYC 10011, Ph: 646-230-6288. Hanamura’s father is a
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veteran of the 442nd and 100th Battalion. Included are many veterans interviews. (55 minutes)

Beyond Barbed Wire, Terry De Bono and Steve Rosen (1996) available from Amazon.com. Veterans of the
442nd/100th Battalion and MIS units describe their experiences as soldiers during some of the bloodiest
campaigns of World War II. (57 minutes) Now available on DVD with a bonus feature, the original 1951
Hollywood film, Go For Broke, starring Van Johnson, Warner Anderson, and many Japanese American
veterans playing themselves (97 minutes.) A good contrast between real history and the Hollywood
version. May contain content that is not suitable for young viewers. Available from Amazon.com.
Uncommon Courage, a film by gayle yamada (2001) available from CAAM. This film documents the
experiences of Japanese American soldiers in the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) units of World
War II. Often assigned to frontline units, these men served as translators, interrogation interpreters, and
intercepting secret transmissions. (57 minutes)
The Color of Honor, a film by Loni Ding (1988) may still be available for school rental from CAAM . This was
one of the first documentaries about Japanese American soldiers of World War II. Veterans of the 442nd
and MIS units share about their experiences. (90 minutes)

Websites and Organizations:
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.
densho.org
Japanese American Veterans Association www.javadc.org is an umbrella website with links to many other sites
on Japanese American veterans, veterans issues, and history.
Japanese American War Veterans Website, www.ajawarvets.com lists over 21,000 veterans and their units
during World War II.
www.katonk.com is a website that includes historical background on the 442nd and 100th Battalion as well as
other units that Japanese Americans served in. Be sure to check out the links menu.
Go For Broke Education Foundation, www.goforbroke.org is an excellent resource for educators. There
are video oral histories of some of the veterans as well as some downloadable video suitable for the
classroom. Check out the links.
The Mississippi Armed Forces Museum at Camp Shelby, where most of the 442nd trained for overseas duty,
features a Nisei soldier exhibit as well as the 442nd and 100th Battalion memorial on the grounds. The
museum is open to the public, for more information,
www.ngms.state.ms.us/campshelby/Museum/
Japanese American Museum of San Jose, a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s educational
partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project.
www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
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material on the Japanese American experience in the UnitedStates. www.janm.org
War Relocation Authority Photographs of Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement at the Bancroft
Library, UC Berkeley www.oac.cdlib.org/ Type “Bancroft library WRA” in the search window and
this will lead you to the online collection. This is one of two large digital collections of War Relocation
Authority photographs that are part of the National Archives (www.archives.gov) They have many
of the same photographs though the National Archives collection is more comprehensive. The large
majority of photos in both collections have been digitized and are available on-line. To find photos of the
442nd training at Camp Shelby, type “Mississippi” in the key word window.
National Archives www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the Japanese
American experience during World War II. You’ll find many links including those to a database listing
the names of most of the internees (based on 1940’s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of
Congressional testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.

Chapter 5
The Draft Resistance
By Stephen Fugita, Santa Clara University

The City of Watsonville’s Honor Roll billboard, listing all the area’s men and women in the service in 1945. The Honor Roll was placed downtown. In 1943, Watsonville was a rural town with only about 4,000 residents. Over 200 Japanese Americans from this small town in California’s Central Coast were serving in the military.
National Archives.
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Over the period of internment, the government’s policy changed dramatically with regard to Japanese
Americans serving in the military. Initially, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the War Department declared
Japanese Americans ineligible for military service, labeling them “enemy aliens.” In the territory of Hawaii,
however, where there was no mass removal of Japanese Americans from their homes and incarceration in
camps, the Army formed the 100th Battalion in the middle of 1942. This segregated unit was made up of
Japanese American soldiers who were formerly mostly in Hawaii’s National Guard.
In 1943, as military manpower became scarcer and the loyalty of Japanese Americans became more apparent to
many officials, the U.S. government decided to call for volunteers from the mainland camps and Hawaii to form
a segregated unit led by white officers. Those who answered the call became members of the highly decorated
442nd Regimental Combat Team. Due to the success of the 442nd and the need for additional soldiers, the War
Department made the decision, in 1944, to draft young Japanese American men out of the camps.
Given the unconstitutional treatment they had been subjected to, a few young men decided not to report for their
physical examinations after they received their draft notices. They were angry that the government would call
them to serve when the same government had stripped them of their rights. Most of these men were not disloyal
to the U.S. and would have served if their freedom and that of their families were returned. Thus, a small
number, 315 men from all ten concentration camps, resisted the draft.
This was not an easy decision for them as they were well
aware of the possibility that they could go to prison. Their
fathers pressured a few. Moreover, they were ridiculed
by some of their fellow Japanese Americans who felt it
was there duty to serve regardless of how the government
treated them. By having a few draft resisters among them,
many Japanese Americans felt that this would make
it much more difficult for them when they returned to
society after the war.
The feelings of one resister, Frank Yamasaki, were clearly
expressed many years later, “I say, hey, this is stupid.
They kick us around and now you’re going to have to go
around and prove that you’re an American? To me it was
Heart Mountain Relocation Center, 1942. National Archives.
pure guts — to volunteer to the U.S. Army? Well, no way,
from my feeling. It was just totally wrong. Take us back to Seattle, get our parents and get our hotel back, and
get us back into what we were. We were American.”
Dependent upon which judge the draft resisters were assigned to, they received widely varying sentences. Those
from one camp, Heart Mountain, were sentenced to three years in federal prison. The resisters from Tule Lake
camp had their charges dismissed and those from Poston were fined one cent. However, those from other camps
were given prison sentences ranging from two to five years. President Truman pardoned all of the resisters on
Christmas Eve 1947.
Although the actions of the resisters have frequently been controversial in the Japanese American community,
today most people appreciate the reasons for the difficult decision these young men made during wartime
confinement.

Resource Materials
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Books for younger students:
The topic of the resisters was one that was not openly discussed for many years in the Japanese American
community. Even after sixty years, there are those who cannot speak about their experiences. This area of
history is still emerging and undoubtedly, more material will become available in the future.

Books for older students and researchers:
Abe, Frank (2004) Conscience and the Constitution: The Untold Story of Japanese American Resistance During
World War II. TV Books Inc. ISBN: 1575001705. This book is based on Abe’s television documentary
(see below in the DVD/Videos.) Available at Amazon.com
Hohri, William M. (2001) Resistance: Challenging America’s Wartime Internment of Japanese-Americans.
Lomita, CA: the Epistolarian Hohri’s book examines the resistance movement and includes accounts of
Japanese American trials and subsequent imprisonment at McNeil Island in Washington state. This book
is available from Asian American Curriculum Project. (www.AsianAmericanbooks.com)
Mackey, Mike (ed.). (2002) A Matter of Conscience: Essays on the World War II Heart Mountain Draft
Resistance Movement. Western History Publications, ISBN: 0966155661. This book is a collection of
essays on the Heart Mountain Resistance movement.
Muller, Eric L. (2003) Free to Die for Their Country: The Story of the Japanese American Draft Resisters in
World War II, University of Chicago Press, ISBN: 0226548236. Muller describes both the resistance
movement and the aftermath – ostracism of the resistors by the Japanese American community in the
post-war period.
Okada, John (1978) No No Boy, University of Washington Press, ISBN: 0295955252. This book, originally
published in 1957, is a novel based on a fictional young man, Ichiro, incarcerated in camp with his
family. The story follows his decision to resist the draft and the consequences he faced. Okada, who
only wrote this one novel during his lifetime, provides no easy answers and many thought provoking
questions. Available at Amazon.com

DVD/ Videos:
Conscience and the Constitution, They Fought on Their Own Battlefield, a film by Frank Abe (2000.) This
powerful film, profiles the resistance movement through interviews with some of the Japanese
Americans involved. Narrated by George Takei and Mako (50 minutes) Available from Amazon.com or
from Frank Abe’s website (www.resisters.com)

Websites and Organizations:
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.densho.org
Official site for Frank Abe’s Conscience and the Constitution documentary at www.resisters.com, contains
historical information and updates on a new film, In Search of No-No Boy, based on John Okada’s book, No-No
Boy. Download the on-line teachers’ guide and get information for school reports.
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Japanese American Museum of San Jose, a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s educational
partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project.www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org

Chapter 6
Leaving the Camps

By Wendy Ng, San Jose State University
Contrary to what one might think, everyone did not get released from the “internment” camps at the same time,
the end of the war. In fact, a very small number went directly from the initial, temporary, “assembly centers”
and never reported to the “permanent” camps in the interior of the country. Most often, these were very good
students who were able to make arrangements with colleges in the Midwest and East to accept them. Another
group of young men were recruited early by the military to work as Japanese language translators in the

Tule Lake, California National Archives

Poston, Arizona National Archives
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Military Intelligence Service. Other young men were soon drafted
or enlisted to serve in the US Army (see the chapter on Japanese
American Military Service.
Unfortunately most Japanese Americans were not allowed to return
to their Pacific Coast homes until after January 2, 1945. However,
some were allowed to leave on either temporary or “indefinite”
leave” to the Midwest and East during the war years. Initially, the
government had stringent criteria that the incarcerates had to meet
before they could leave the camps. Some were placed on “stop
lists” which prevented them from leaving. Other “internees” were
cleared to attend colleges in the Midwest or East that indicated
that they would accept them. A student relocation committee tried
to help by finding receptive colleges and obtaining money for
students. Many of the able-bodied, who were beyond the college
years, temporarily left the camps to do agricultural work. Because
of the war, there was a severe shortage of manpower to work on
farms. Japanese Americans from the camps were recruited to fill
this need. They were paid more than the small amount they made
in the camps but they were sometimes exploited.

College students Keith Nakamura and Toru Iura outside
the Agriculture building at the University of Wisconsin.
National Archives

As the war dragged on, the government eased the requirements to leave for the outside world away from the
Pacific Coast. One of the reasons they did this was that they could see that the abnormal conditions in the camps
was sapping the motivation of the incarcerates. In order to reduce this, some officials wanted them to reestablish
normal lives outside of the barbed wire compounds as soon as possible. Also, as the war progressed, the military
justification for the incarceration was even further reduced.
By 1945, the Supreme Court had ruled that the government could no longer detain loyal citizens. About onethird of the internees had already left the camps by this time. Most of this group were skilled young adults who
were likely to find jobs and were eager to “get on” with their lives. However, for many it was frightening to
leave for unknown parts of the country. Not only was there the possibility that they could not make a living,
but they might also experience hostility from the
local people. Those who remained in the camps
waiting for the end of the war were old and spoke
only Japanese and families with young children.
Their goal was to return to their “real” homes on
the Pacific Coast. In mid-1945, the government
announced that the camps would be closing and the
cost reopened. Most families quickly began to pack
up their belongings for the trip back.

Sashihara Family packing to leave. National Archives

The War Relocation Authority (WRA) gave each
person $25 in cash and a train or bus ticket back to
their hometowns. Each week, more and more camp
families would board the buses that would take
them to the train depots. For many, it was the first
time they had been outside the barbed wire in three
years. They were headed home, without knowing if
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their stored goods, homes, farms, or businesses were still standing.

Hundreds who came back to the Santa Clara Valley discovered the worst – their farmland either auctioned for back

Father getting the $25 per person stipend for the trip home.
Bancroft Library

Bidding the bus to Delta and the train station, farewell.
National Archives

payments, or their leased ground rented to someone else. In some cases, their houses had been razed to provide more
ground and their stored goods and farm equipment vandalized or stolen.
Amidst all this turmoil, there were some happier stories too. Some farmers and businessmen came back to find their
property intact and in some cases, flourishing. Caucasian friends and neighbors had carefully tended the Japanese
American properties, often guarding the boarded up homes and sometimes even farming the land and sending the
money to camp or using it to pay the land payments or taxes.

Families bid tearful farewell to friends they made in camp.
Bancroft Library
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Loading baggage to be shipped home, Poston Arizona. National Archives

Special trains were designated for the trip home. However, only extra
accommodations were made for pregnant women, small children, and the
sick and elderly. Most families like the Kanekos above had a long trip
home. Rowher, Arkansas. Bancroft Library
At Heart Mountain, Wyoming, trains departed every day for
weeks with returnees going home. National Archives

Train depot, city of Santa Clara, CA National Archives

Many of the returning families, unable to stay with
relatives or find decent housing, ended up at hostels in
local churches. San Jose’s hostel was at the Buddhist
Church Betsuin on North 5th Street in Japantown. Others
stayed at the Japanese American owned Gilroy Hotsprings,
in those days, a rough rural retreat without many
amenities. The hostels provided hot food, showers, and
sleeping cots for the in the gymnasium. There was little
privacy and it was difficult to maintain any type of family
life. Some families only had to stay at the hostels for a
few days while others had to live there for several months.
Each day, men and women left in the morning to find work
and housing. Mothers and grandparents stayed behind to
watch the children. The WRA ran an employment office
with listings of job openings. Agricultural openings were
passed on by word of mouth. Often it was the women
that found employment first – as domestics and laundry
workers.

The Japanese who had the hardest time returning were the old Issei immigrant farm laborers. These were the pioneer
men who had come to California beginning in the 1890’s. Some had never married and had no children. At the time
of incarceration, these Issei, after a lifetime of back breaking farm work, were old and in poor health. In camp, they
had been housed in the bachelor quarters and they had had adequate health care. When they returned to the Pacific
Coast, many had nowhere to go. In San Jose, the small Japantown hospital and cash strapped community could not
provide the care these men needed. Finally, they ended up in several wards at the county hospital. San Jose farmer,
Eichii Edward Sakauye, who was a young man at the time recalls:
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Families who lost their homes or couldn’t stay with relatives took any kind
housing. This family in Gilroy, CA had to settle for a barn. National Archives

Civic Unity Hostel, which was the gym next to San Jose’s Buddhist Church Betsuin.
Bancroft Library

Left, Mr. and Mrs. Kawakami ran the hostel for over a year. Above, this is the only known photo of the inside of the hostel. Here, ladies set up for a meal.
Bancroft Library

“My dad knew a lot of those old guys. Many of them had
had strokes, heart conditions, Alzheimer, or were just plain
old and broken down. They didn’t have a single living
relative in America. Dad asked me to drive him to the
county hospital to visit the guys. It was terrible, rows and
rows of them lying in the beds just waiting to die. After
the second time, I told my dad I couldn’t take him there
anymore.”
In late 1946, almost all the hostels had closed. Japanese
Americans had found jobs and temporary housing and
began to rebuild their lives – but the huge changes in the
Japanese American community brought about by the forced
relocation and resettlement, were just beginning.
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Resource Materials
Books for younger students:

Say, Allen (2004) Music for Alice, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0618311181. Allen Say writes a gentle true story
about Alice and her childhood on a California farm. Alice loves music and dancing and dreams often
of being a dancer. Years pass and Alice grows up and marries. World War II breaks out and the forced
evacuation starts. Instead of going to camp, Alice and her husband are sent to work on farms in desert
areas to grow food for the war effort. The book follows them through the post-war years. Although this
is considered a picture book, there are many deep topics and a story about a strong and resilient Nisei
woman presented in a way children will understand. Reading level: Third through fifth grade.
Houston, Jeanne, 1983, Farewell to Manzanar, Bantam, ISBN: 0553262165, Reading level 5th through 12th
grade. Houston’s book has become a standard part of school reading west of the Rocky Mountains. It
is the story of her family’s incarceration at Manzanar and their return to the Los Angeles area. Available
through Amazon.com and the Asian American Curriculum Project (AACP) see below in website section.
Uchida, Yoshiko (1996) Journey Home, Scott Foresman, ASIN: 0663592194. Uchida’s book, the sequel to Journey to Topaz, is about the family returning to their home in Berkeley, California. The family’s experiences are told in a manner that children can understand. Availabe at Amazon.com.

Books for older students and researchers:
Daniels, Roger, Taylor, Sandra C. and Kitano, Harry, H. L. editors (1991) Japanese Americans: From
Relocation to Redress. University of Washington Press, ISBN: 0295971177. The editors present
material on the Japanese American experience from the evacuation order of World War II to the public
policy debate over redress and reparations.
O’Brien, David J. and Fugita, Stephen (1991) The Japanese American Experience. Indiana University Press,
ISBN: 0253206561. This is a scholarly work and does have extensive footnotes and bibliography.
Tamura, Eileen and Daniels, Roger (1994) Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity: The
Nisei Generation in Hawaii (The Asian American Experience), University of Illinois Press, ISBN:
0252063589. This book describes the Nisei generation and culture in Hawaii both before and after
World War II.
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Yoo, David (2000) Growing Up Nisei: Race, Generation, and Culture Among Japanese Americans of California,
1924-49 (The Asian American Experience), University of Illinois Press, ISBN: 025206822X. Yoo examines
the Nisei generation and how their experiences growing up in the 1920s and 30s ultimately helped them to
adjust to camp life.

DVD/ Videos:
Return to the Valley (2003) from KTEH San Jose PBS. Available from KTEH at www.returntothevalley.org. A DVD
with many additional features, this documentary is about the experiences of Japanese Americans returning to
the Santa Clara and Salinas Valley and Central Coast region after the war. The DVD has a bonus feature of
Dave Tatsuno’s Topaz Memories, the only full color film shot at camp by an internee. Return to the Valley
focuses on the Japanese American community and the inability to resume large scale farming and fishing.
(57 min)
Forced Out (2003) from KVIE Sacramento PBS. Available as a VHS, this documentary is an
accompaniment to Forsaken Fields. It focuses on the Japanese American business
district in Sacramento before and after the war. (30 min) It’s available from KVIE (www.kvie.org)
Starting Over (1996) a film by Diane Fukami for KCSM San Mateo PBS. This program is about
the Japanese American community resettling in San Francisco, San Mateo and the
Eastbay. Available from Center for Asian American Media www.asianamericanmedia.org
for school use. (60 minutes)

Websites and Organizations:
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese Americans
in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.densho.org
Japanese American Museum of San Jose, a great community based museum and website. KTEH’s educational
partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project. www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival material
on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org
The Japanese American Network. This website has links to many other sites focusing on the Internment experience.
www.janet.org
National Japanese American Historical Society, located in San Francisco’s Japantown and also has a small exhibit
area. www.nikkeiheritage.org
National Archives www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the Japanese
American experience during World War II. You’ll find many links including those to a database listing
the names of most of the internees (based on 1940’s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of
Congressional testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) formerly National Asian American Telecommunications Association
(NAATA) carries many of the films and documentaries mentioned in this teacher’s guide. www.
asianamericanmedia.org
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Chapter 7
I Wanted to be a Baseball Player:
The Japanese Fishermen of Monterey Bay
By Timothy Thomas, Maritime Museum of Monterey/Monterey History & Art Association
“I wanted to be a baseball player not a fisherman,” said
pioneering Monterey Japanese fisherman, Frank Manaka.
When Joe DiMaggio, baseball player for the San Francisco
Seals, and son of a Sicilian fisherman from Black Diamond,
California (now Pittsburg, CA) came to Monterey in 1920,
Frank thought, “If Joe can be a baseball player, then why can’t
I?” Frank’s father had other ideas and so started a remarkable
career of more than 50 years fishing the California waters. But
it started long before that spring day on the baseball diamonds
of Monterey.
After the United States imposed the Chinese Exclusion Act in
1882*, the number of Japanese immigrants to the West Coast
increased in large numbers. One of those immigrants was a
man named Otosaburo Noda, who settled in Watsonville in
1895. One day, while working in Monterey as a lumberjack
for the Pacific Improvement Company (precursor of the Pebble
Beach Company), Noda noticed the incredible variety of fish
Skipper Frank Manaka at the helm of his boat,
and red abalone in the Monterey Bay. Nobody was utilizing
Western Explorer. Manaka Collection, Maritime
this resource. He gave up being a lumberjack, moved to
Museum of Monterey.
Monterey, and started a small fishing colony made up of 67
fishermen from Wakayama, Japan. Noda was so taken with Monterey that he even wrote to the Japanese
Agriculture and Commerce Department about the marine abundance. Over the next twenty years, the
Japanese dominated the fishing industry in Monterey Bay.
The Japanese fished for both abalone and salmon, but salmon was king. In August of 1909, the end of
salmon season, the Monterey Daily Cypress reported that there were 185 salmon boats fishing the bay;
145 of these boats were Japanese- owned. Monterey is most famous for sardines. Everyone knows
that it was Sicilian fishermen who fished for sardines. This is only part of the story. Around the turn
of the last century, the salmon fisheries along the Sacramento River were not doing very well. But due
to some fishing gear changes, coupled with the arrival of the pioneering Japanese fishermen to the
Monterey Bay, large salmon landings began in Monterey. Salmon processors on the Sacramento River
heard of those large landings and sent F.E. Booth to investigate. Mr. Booth was so impressed he opened
a small cannery at the foot of the Monterey Wharf. Unfortunately for Booth, the Japanese fishermen
already had good contracts with the fish markets in San Francisco. Booth stuck around and eventually
contract to buy salmon from the Japanese fishermen. He also began to fish salmon every spring, and F.E.
Booth continued to buy it. There were also many Japanese families that lived in Monterey year-round.
The Manaka family moved to Monterey from San Francisco in 1906, hoping to cash in on this silvery
bounty. As a young boy, Frank Manaka began fishing with his father and uncle on their small salmon
trawler, Ohio #1. When not fishing, Frank attended Monterey schools and played baseball. Upon his
graduation from Monterey High School in 1925, Frank’s dreams of making a living playing baseball
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Japanese American fishing boats in the 1930s. Maritime Museum of
Monterey.

collided with his father’s dreams that he would join
the family business. Instead of playing baseball, he
became a Monterey fisherman. Before 1915, most
of the salmon caught in Monterey was shipped to
Europe. Ninety percent of the catch went to Germany.
Most of the sardine supply in the United States was
coming from Europe, primarily from France. In 1914,
World War I broke out, cutting off the market for the
salmon going to Germany and sardines coming from
France. Fisherman began to fish sardine heavily
along the West Coast, making sardine the largest
harvest fish in the history of the United States. In
1929, Frank Manaka was one of the first Japanese to
own a sardine boat, the Ohio #3, and in the off-season,

traveled to Southern California to fish tuna. Although the Sicilian fishermen made up the majority of
sardine fishermen, recent research shows that in any given year the Japanese made up between 20 to 25
percent of the sardine fleet. Many Japanese were coming from Southern California, living on their boats
or in a small Japanese hotel by the Monterey Wharf. By the-mid 1930s, the Japanese fishermen earned
the respect of the Sicilian fishermen and it was not uncommon to find both Japanese and Sicilian crews
working together.

Monterey’s Cannery Row as it looked in 1945. Bancroft Library.
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Monterey’s Fisherman’s Wharf as it looked in 1945. Bancroft Library

The relationship between the two groups changed on December 7, 1941, when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor.
Frank Manaka was forced to sell his boat. When the evacuation orders came, he did not want to be interned at
an internment camp, so he moved to Utah, where he formed a union of Japanese carpenters. After the war, Frank
returned to Monterey. This time he had a newer and bigger boat, the Western Explorer, and was welcomed
home by the Monterey fishing community. When the sardine fishery collapsed in 1950, he moved to San Pedro
Southern California and began fishing for tuna. Several Monterey Sicilian fishermen followed Frank and he
taught them how to fish tuna. Frank continued to fish until the early 1980s. Now retired and still living in San
Pedro, he fondly remembers those days of fishing on the Monterey Bay and the day that Joe DiMaggio played
ball in his hometown.

An additional note:
Japanese Americans were involved in every area of the fishing and fish processing industries. By the 1920s, a
vibrant fishing community existed on the Monterey Peninsula. Several men saved enough money to purchase
modest fishing vessels, and around this time, the first Japanese American-owned fish cannery, Sea Pride,
opened. To say that World War II and the forced evacuation decimated this community was an understatement.
Frank Manaka was one of the few Japanese Americans who returned to large scale fishing after the war. By
the 1940s, most fisherman were using sophisticated trawlers and a special net called a “purse seine” a very
large and long deep-sea net that had to be dropped from a shipboard crane. The net could then be winched
up and gathered up at the top like a “purse” to prevent fish from escaping. Several Japanese Americans in
California’s three fishing communities – Terminal Island (also known as East San Pedro or Fish Island) near Los
Angeles, San Francisco, and Monterey Bay, had these types of fully equipped boats. The trawlers cost $20,000
to $40,000 (in 1940s dollars) with the net running an additional $10,000 to $15,000. Also, several Japanese
Americans were diving for abalone at the time, with gear costing $5,000 to $7,000. To compare costs, in 1942, a
newly built three bedroom house cost about $3,700, and a good yearly average salary was about $1,880 (www.
thepeoplehistory..com) The fishing equipment had taken families a lifetime of saving and working to purchase
and they could not gather this type of capital again.
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When Executive Order 9066 was signed and the forced evacuation began, fishermen were often the first to be
incarcerated by the FBI. The government were suspicious of the boats, later found to be a false assumption. It
was left to their wives and children to sell the boats and equipment – no easy feat, considering the specialized
nature and cost of the gear. Many families went to camp without finding buyers for the equipment – which were
eventually seized by the banks or auctioned for taxes and berthing fees. The families received pennies on the
dollar for their trawlers, nets and diving gear.
After the war, no Japanese American fisherman owned a boat and few, if any, had diving gear. It was difficult
for a fisherman who had once captained his own vessel to sign on as a common deckhand and begin his career
all over again. There was no other way to raise the capital to purchase a new boat. Most families left the fishing
industry, looking for other work. The older men turned to landscape gardening and farming, while many of the
younger men qualified as returning veterans for the Montgomery GI Bill of Rights. They were able to attend
college or trade school to learn new skills. Only the Manaka family still ran a trawler – and when Frank retired
in the 1980s, the Japanese American presence in California’s fishing industry was over.

Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
Mochizuki, Ken (1999) Baseball Saved Us, BT Bound, ISBN: 0785764607. Reading level, 4th grade and up.
A young boy, “Shorty,” tells how baseball was a diversion from the dire situation in which the camp’s
inhabitants found themselves. After improvising a baseball diamond, uniforms, and equipment, they
played games.
Soentpiet, Chris K. 1998, So Far From the Sea, Clarion Books, ISBN: 0395720958, Reading level. 4th grade
and up. Laura Iwasaki and her family visit Manzanar in 1972 before their upcoming move to Boston.
Her grandfather, a fisherman who loved the sea, was buried at Manzanar. This book is a retelling of the
family’s experiences in internment camp.

Books for older students and researchers:
Coventry, Kim, Monterey Peninsula: The Golden Age (2002) Arcadia Publishing, ISBN: 0738520802. From
the building of Hotel Del Monte in 1880 to the completion of the Pacific Coast Highway in 1937,
connecting the peninsula to the redwood forests of Big Sur and San Simeon beyond, Monterey Peninsula
history is the story of the development of a collection of coastal communities with 200 rare photos.
Available at Amazon.com.
Lundy, A.L. (1997) The California Abalone Industry: A Pictorial History, Best Publications, ASIN:
0941332578. This compelling book, with many never before published photos, describes the California
abalone industry over a 100-year period. Included are interviews with Japanese American divers and
boat captains.
Lydon, Sandy (1997) The Japanese in the Monterey Bay Region: A Brief History, Capitola Books,
ISBN: 093231905X.

DVD/ Videos:
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Furusato: The Lost Village of Terminal Island (2006) David Metzler, Allyson Nakamoto, Producers. This
documentary tells the story of a vanished time and place – the fishing village at Terminal Island, San
Pedro, CA (near Los Angeles.) The film shows what life was like for a fishing community in Southern
California. The story is told by the Nisei generation, who recall an idyllic, innocent, though hard
working childhood before the evacuation. (42 minutes) Available at www.terminalisland.org
Return to the Valley (2003) from KTEH San Jose PBS. Available from KTEH as a DVD with many additional
features, this documentary is about the experiences of Japanese Americans returning to the Santa Clara
and Salinas Valleys and Central Coast region after the war. The DVD has a bonus feature of Dave
Tatsuno’s Topaz Memories, the only full color film shot at camp by an internee. Return to the Valley
focuses on the Japanese American community and the inability to resume large scale farming and
fishing. (57 minutes) Go to www.returntothevalley.org
Diamonds in the Rough (2000), Nisei Baseball Research Project, available through Japanese American National
Museum store, www.janm.org or www.nbrp.com . This documentary is the story of a legacy in which
baseball helped transcend bigotry and hatred to bring pride and respect to Japanese-Americans who
loved the game. Though not about farming, this program does show a facet of the lives of Issei and the
love of the “American Pastime.” (35 minutes)

Web Sites and Organizations:
Maritime Museum of Monterey/Monterey History & Art
Association
#5 Custom House Plaza
Monterey, CA 93940
phone: (831)-372-2608, fax: (831) 655-3054
www.montereyhistory.org
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project
This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region.
There are many great photos as well.
www.densho.org
The Japanese American National Museum
369 East First Street, Los Angeles, California 90012
phone: (213) 625-0414, fax: (213) 625-1770
1-800-461-5266
www.janm.org
National Archives http://www.archives.gov/research/
japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the
Japanese American experience during World War II.
Included are many links to a database listing the names
of most of the internees (based on 1940s records), Nisei
military records, and twenty days of Congressional
testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988.

Frank Manaka’s boat, Western Explorer in the 1950’s. Maritime
Museum of Monterey.
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Chapter 8
The Japanese American Community of the Monterey Peninsula

Adapted from the book The Japanese American Community of the Monterey Peninsula by David T. Yamada and
the Oral History Committee of the Japanese American Citizens League of the Monterey Peninsula, used with
permission from the publisher. Edited by Wendy Ng, San Jose State University.
Many people are familiar with the larger Japanese American communities of San Francisco, San Jose and Los
Angeles. However, before World War II, there were many small Japanese American communities scattered
throughout the west. A majority of these communities were located in rural farm towns in California,
Washington, Oregon, and Arizona. This is the story of one such community on the Monterey Peninsula.
Japanese Immigrants Arrive on the Monterey Peninsula
Carmel and Monterey are known today as oceanside resorts.
They are places where tourists enjoy trendy art galleries and
boutiques, a world-class aquarium, and the famous Pebble
Beach golf course. Decades before Clint Eastwood became
the area’s first celebrity mayor, the Monterey Peninsula was
made up of small towns called Monterey Outer City, Del
Monte Grove, Monterey Township, and Pacific Grove. In
the late 1890s several Issei immigrants settled in the region
and by 1900, had established a thriving community made
up of thirty-eight families. The 1900 U.S. Census listed
their occupations as “wood chopper, farmer, farm laborer,
fisherman, whaler, and student.” Why did these families
choose the Monterey region, rather than remaining in the
larger Japanese American settlements of the Santa Clara
Valley? It is said that the rugged beauty of the rocky cliffs, pine,
and cypress surrounding Point Lobos and the Pebble Beach
shoreline reminded the Issei of Japan.

This is a photo of Monterey in 1972, before the development of the
waterfront began. It would have looked something like this when
the Japanese first arrived in the late 1890’s. National Archives.

The Abalone Industry Begins
Around 1900, there was an economic boom in Monterey.
Fisherman’s Wharf #1 was built and the Hotel Del Monte
opened, drawing wealthy tourists. The Southern Pacific
Railroad replaced the old narrow gauge railroad tracks and built
a standard gauge railway line into Monterey—finally making
the region accessible. In the1890s, paved roads were built
along the historic 17-Mile Drive. The dramatic coastline drew
newfangled automobiles that soon outnumbered the horses and
wagons. All of these improvements meshed economically with
the farming, fishing, and service-related businesses of the Issei.
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Point Lobos today, looking much like it did in the 1890’s. National
Archives.

In 1897, immigrant Gennosuke Kodani, trained in the Japanese
abalone industry, arrived on the Monterey Peninsula. Kodani’s
practiced eye located several prime abalone fishing areas on the rocky
coastline. Shortly after he arrived, Kodani partnered with Alexander
M. Allan—who provided the capital and helped to purchase the land
where Kodani started the Point Lobos Canning Company. He recruited
several abalone divers to come to America from his home area of
Chiba, Japan. Together with his divers, Kodani revolutionalized the
abalone industry by adapting the helmet diving method to the chilly
waters off Point Lobos. They used the hard helmet, an improved
insulated suit, and a hand pump for air, to allow divers to stay
submerged longer and more safely and efficiently.
Some of Kodani’s original divers and other recently immigrated Issei
eventually went into new partnerships and formed their own abalone
fishing businesses. There was a high demand for abalone, which
could be canned, dried, or sold fresh, and it was popular in Asia and
the east coast of the United States. Over time, several of the Issei
saved enough to buy their own gear and small boats. Other fisherman
soon copied the more efficient Japanese way of abalone fishing and
the industry took off. In fact, there was so much abalone available in
those days that the large nine to ten inch shells were stacked in huge mountains at the north end of Alvarado Street
in Monterey. There was little commercial value for the shells until World War II when some clever entrepreneurs
trucked them away to commercial sources to make into buttons and jewelry. Other shells ended being ground up
and put into landscaping material or sand for the beach.
Gennosuke Kodani, eventually went back to Japan to marry. Together, he and his wife Fuku, returned to Monterey
in 1903. They raised nine children and built Kodani Village at Whaler’s Cover. The Village consisted of the family
home, bunkhouse, guesthouse and ranch outbuildings. For over thirty years, Gennosuke Kodani ran the abalone
business and provided employment, money and housing for many other Issei immigrants and their families.
The Fishing Community
There was already a thriving fishing community in the Monterey region by the time the Issei immigrants began
arriving. Since many Issei came from areas in Japan where fishing was a common occupation, it was only natural
that they found work as deckhands or in the fish canning businesses on the wharf. In fact, by the 1930s, a large
segment of the Japanese American population was working
in fish processing. (For a longer, in depth discussion of
the Japanese Americans in the fishing and fish processing
industries, read the chapter “I Wanted to Be a Baseball Player”
by historian and archivist Tim Thomas of the Maritime Museum
of Monterey).
The Farming Community
Though the Monterey Peninsula is primarily known for its
coastal resources, the surrounding land and climate also make it
a favorable place for farming. Some Issei immigrants, including
those that moved down to the Monterey region from the Santa
Clara Valley, were not interested in the fish business. Instead

This field was typical of the plantable land in the Monterey region,
not the salt grasses. National Archives.
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they turned to truck farming. Most of these family-run farms were between five to thirty acres, and were a mixture
of both prime and marginal lands. A few families, like those in other regions of California, were able to purchase
land before the alien land laws were enacted, but the majority rented or sharecropped their farms.
The new railway and improved roads opened up much bigger markets for the produce grown around Monterey.
The early pioneer farmers in the Carmel region grew potatoes (which thrived in the climate) and a large variety of
vegetables. Unfortunately for fields too close to the Carmel River, constant flooding washed out the crops. Today,
farmers can hire a backhoe to open the sandbars to prevent water destined for the ocean from backing up into the
fields. However, up until the late 1930s, flood prevention meant hitching up horses and a plow to laboriously cut
open the sandbars.
By the 1920s, some Issei had decided to quit farming. They felt the work was backbreaking and the climate was too
unpredictable. These men turned to gardening or landscaping the grounds of the churches, homes of the wealthy,
and the hotels. It was the production of the Model T Ford and later the Ford trucks that allowed the Japanese to
drive out to the palatial estates in Pebble Beach to work. Fishermen also augmented their income in the off-season
with landscape jobs and by the time of the Great
Depression, almost all gardeners and landscape
workers in the Monterey region were Japanese.
The Issei
Soon after the Issei immigrants arrived on the
Peninsula, ethnic community organizations
emerged. One of the earliest was the
Nihonjinkai (Japanese Association) . It served
as a cultural and social organization for the
Issei families. Eventually, Issei who had opened
small businesses (grocery and dry goods, shoe
repair, laundry, restaurants, diving and fishing
equipment repair ) also joined the Nihonjinkai.
In 1925, this group decided to build the
Japanese Association Hall so that the families
scattered across the Monterey Peninsula would
have a place to meet. The Hall, completed
in 1926 with money donated by the Japanese
American community, was located in the heart
of the small Japantown in the city of Monterey.
It was used for meetings, classes, lectures,
theatrical and cultural events. There was a
Japanese language school, a Buddhist church
was built in 1965, and eventually the Japanese
Church of Christ was built nearby.

Some of the Issei and their Nisei children in front of the Japanese Association Hall
that they helped raise funds to build. The Hall is still standing and still in use by the
community as an Asian arts center. Larry Oda collection.

The Japanese American Citizens League of the Monterey Peninsula (JACL) was formed in 1932 – two years after
the national JACL had received its charter. This organization grew out of a community group that helped the Issei
with the English language, and provided immigration, tax and contract information.
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At the start of World War II, the Issei leaders transferred the deed of ownership to the Monterey JACL – to ensure
that the building, which still stands and is now known as the JACL Hall, would always remain in the Japanese
Community. The JACL has been a driving force for over 75 years, sponsoring sports and educational activities,
health care and social programs, and addressing civil liberties and civil rights, including the redress movement.
Other community groups over the years include the Minato
Athletic Club, which sponsored baseball and basketball
leagues for both boys and girls as well as track and field
teams; the Monterey Fishing Club, founded in the 1950s for
sports fishing enthusiasts; Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Post #1629, the Nisei Bowling League, and the Issei-Kai,
formed in 1974 to provide senior activities for the now
elderly Issei.
World War II
After December 7, 1941, the Japanese American fisherman
was not allowed by the U.S. government, to go to sea again
until the coast was reopened in 1945. Other Japanese who
Boats for sale as the evacuation was looming. National Archives.
worked at the Wharf or dove for abalone were also suspect.
Businesses, such as fuel and fishing supplies, or those that sold clothing and groceries that depended on the
Japanese Americans soon felt the repercussions. Without the additional fish and abalone brought in by Japanese
Americans, canneries and fish processing companies soon felt the economic hardships that eventually spread
across the entire Monterey Peninsula.
Similar to San Jose and surrounding regions, the war permanently altered the Japanese American community
of Monterey, both socially and economically. After the war, many families returned to the Monterey Peninsula
but some eventually relocated to other parts of the country. Others, who had met the Monterey families in camp,
decided to come to the area to start over. Few Japanese Americans had the capital to begin large-scale fishing or
farming again. For the majority of them, the only jobs available were in the sardine canneries, or as laborers.
The Community Today
During the mid 1930s to 1940s, fish stocks began to fall in the Monterey region – depleted by the newer types
of trawlers and equipment. After the war, there was still some abalone diving and processing but slowly through
the 1950s and 60s, even that disappeared. By the 1970s, one fisherman after another quit the business and the
canneries closed. Fisherman’s Wharf was rebuilt as a tourist attraction.
Today, the Japanese American Community of Monterey is much smaller than the heyday of the 1930s. Many of
the old businesses are no longer in existence or owned by non-Japanese. The Japanese settlement is gone, though
the old white clapboard Hall built by the Issei still remains a cultural anchor of the community. This historic old
structure saw duty as a California National Guard Armory during World War II – and this probably saved it from
vandalism and destruction. After the war, it served as a hostel for many returning families. Currently, after it was
extensively refurbished in the 1980s, the Hall is used as an Asian Cultural Center. Eventually, the community
plans to open a museum that will reflect the Japanese American experience in the region.
In recent years, the Nisei and now the Sansei generations have worked hard to preserve the stories of the past
and the legacy of the Issei pioneers. The Maritime Museum has a display about the Japanese American women
who worked in the sardine canneries, and is now planning an exhibit about the Japanese American fisherman,
including a large scale re-creation of the Manaka family’s last boat before the evacuation, the OHIO. There are
Page 57

also plans to open a community based Japanese American museum. The JACL has recorded many oral histories,
some published in The Japanese of the Monterey Peninsula. According to editor David Yamada, “As time
passes, buildings crumble, people age, and memories fade. We begin to forget the name or location of a house
or business so it is important to capture an experience as accurately as possible, while we still can, in order to
preserve for the future what is treasured from the past.”

The Sea Pride cannery, the only Japanese American fish packing plant in
Monterey, owned by the Oda family and their business partners Personal collection of Larry Oda

A newspaper ad from 1945, with 500 signatures, welcoming the Japanese Americans back to the Monterey region. National Archives.

Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
Soentpiet, Chris K. 1998, So Far From the Sea, Clarion Books, ISBN: 0395720958, Reading level 4th grade and
up. Laura Iwasaki and her family visits Manzanar in 1972 before their upcoming move to Boston. Her
grandfather, a fisherman who loved the sea, was buried at Manzanar. This book is a retelling of the family’s
experiences in internment camp.

Books for older students and researchers:
Clovis, Margaret (2006) Monterey’s North Coast and Coastal Valleys, Images of America series, Arcadia Press,
ISBN: 073854677. This book is a pictorial history of the region from the 1880s to about
1990. Available at Amazon.com.
Lundy, A.L. (1997) The California Abalone Industry: A Pictorial History, Best Publications, ASIN: 0941332578.
This compelling book, with many never before published photos, describes the California abalone industry
over a 100-year period. Included are interviews with Japanese American divers and boat captains.
Lydon, Sandy (1997) The Japanese in the Monterey Bay Region: A Brief History, Capitola Books, ISBN:
093231905X. Available from Amazon.com.
Thomas, Tim (2006) Monterey’s Waterfront Images of America series, Arcadia Press, ISBN: 0738530034. This is a
pictorial history of Monterey’s historic waterfront from the late 1800s, through the 1980s. Tim Thomas is the
head archivist at the Monterey Maritime Museum. Available from Amazon.com.

Page 58

Yamada, David (1995) The Japanese of the Monterey Peninsula: Their History & Legacy 1895-1995,The Monterey
Peninsula Japanese American Citizens League of the Monterey Peninsula. This is a beautifully illustrated
pictorial history with many never before published photos of Japanese American families and the community.
There are several stunning photos of the fishing industry and Frank Manaka and his boat, Western Explorer.
Available from the JACL of the Monterey Peninsula, P.O. Box 664, Monterey, CA 93942-0664.

DVD/Videos:
Furusato: The Lost Village of Terminal Island (2006) David Metzler, Allyson Nakamoto, Producers. This
documentary tells the story of a vanished time and place – the fishing village at Terminal Island, San Pedro,
CA (near Los Angeles.) Though not about the Monterey region, the film does show what life was like for the
Japanese American fishing community of Southern California. The story is told by the Nisei generation, who
recall an idyllic, innocent, though hard working childhood before the evacuation. (42 minutes) Available at
www.terminalisland.org
Return to the Valley (2003) from KTEH San Jose PBS. Available from KTEH as a DVD with many additional
features, this documentary is about the experiences of Japanese Americans returning to the Santa Clara and
Salinas Valleys and Central Coast region after the war. The DVD has additional chapters including 1950s
footage of Frank Manaka and the Western Explorer crew out at sea fishing tuna and more interview with
Hiroko Nishiguchi and Larry Oda about the fate of the area’s fishing fleet (57 minutes.)

Websites and Organizations:
Maritime Museum of Monterey/Monterey History & Art
Association
#5 Custom House Plaza
Monterey, CA 93940
phone: (831)-372-2608, fax: (831) 655-3054
www.montereyhistory.org
The Japanese American National Museum
369 East First Street, Los Angeles, California 90012
phone: (213) 625-0414, fax: (213) 625-1770
1-800-461-5266
www.janm.org
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This
archive tells much of the story of Japanese Americans in the
Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great
photos as well. www.densho.org
Japanese American Citizens League
1765 Sutter St.
San Francisco, CA 94115
415.921.5225
www.jacl.org

Hiroko Nishiguchi, interviewed in the KTEH documentary, Return to the
Valley, trims the abalone in preparartion for the pounding and canning process. This photo was taken in the late 1930s. Collection of Larry Oda.

National Archives http://www.archives.gov/research/
japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the
Japanese American experience during World War II. Included are many links to a database listing the names
of most of the internees (based on 1940’s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of Congressional
testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
The California Civil Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP) www.library.ca.gov/grants/cclpep/
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Chapter 9
Post-War Resettlement:
The Santa Clara, Salinas, and Pajaro Valleys and the
Central Coast Region
By Wendy Ng, PhD, San Jose State University, and Christina Lim, KTEH
The signing of Executive Order 9066, the forced
evacuation and imprisonment in the camps,
and then the eventual hardship of resettlement,
have deeply affected generations of Japanese
Americans. These events not only caused huge
economic changes to the once tightly knit farming
communities, they also caused fragmentation of
the families, and profound social change within
Japanese American culture. Although the camp
experience and the politics that surrounded the
imprisonment are now being examined and
documented, not much has been done about the
resettlement experience, a time that many historians
have called the “other half of the internment story.”
Posters like these were put up in the Japantowns as well as the downtown areas of
At the conclusion of World War II, thousands of
cities where people of Japanese ancestry lived or shopped. National Archives.
people of Japanese ancestry still remained in the
internment camps awaiting their release. However,
they were mostly the old and sick or families with young children. The War Relocation Authority had allowed
Japanese Americans to go to the Midwest and eastern states to work on the farms and in businesses deemed critical
to the war effort. Beginning in 1943, many younger Nisei in their late teens and early twenties had applied to
leave and get jobs. The money they sent back to camp often was all that kept their families going during this time.
Another large group, able bodied young men between eighteen and thirty-six years of age, had also left the camps
to serve in the US Army in integrated units or the 442nd/100th Infantry and MIS units. So, in early 1945, when the
Pacific Coast was reopened to the Japanese Americans, the fragmented community, without their most able-bodied
youth, were free to return home.

The Nisei Take Over Rebuilding
For years, the community had depended on the strength and wisdom of the Issei to guide them. But 1946 found
many Issei, old, tired, or disheartened and unable to withstand the rigors of rebuilding. It was the Nisei generation,
a group made up of the young people who had left camp for jobs, returning veterans, and parents with young
families—who now shouldered the responsibility of supporting their Issei parents while raising their own children.
The Niseii, in general were different from their parents—not content to accept their assigned place in society, and
always trying to do better so that their children, the Sansei, would have all the advantages that the Nisei themselves
had been denied. Some Nisei tried to return to farming strawberries, vegetables, cut flowers, or specialty crops, but
the majority soon found that farming was too expensive and labor intensive. A small five, ten or fifteen acre farm
could not support a family in the post-war era. In addition, many men had learned a trade in the workshops at camp
and significant numbers of veterans took advantage of the Montgomery GI Bill to attend college or trade school.
Nisei men, despite the lingering anti-Japanese sentiments and discriminatory hiring practices, eventually either
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Issei father, Yuwakichi Sakauye in his fruit orchard
in the 1920s. Eiichii Edward Sakauye Collection,
California History Center Archives.

Nisei son, Eiichii Edward Sakauye in the same fruit orchard
after the war. National Archives.

opened their own businesses or found work in the booming home building and manufacturing industries. Others
turned to gardening and landscaping – a niche that started also to boom in the post-war economy.

Monterey: Fishing Is Over
For the fisherman at the three major fish processing ports
in California – San Francisco, Monterey, and Terminal or
Fish Island (also known as East Los Angeles) there was
virtually no way that they could raise enough capital to
return to their former occupation. In 1940, an average
trawler with a special net called a “purse seiner” cost
about $30,000 to $40,000. Most of the men had lost their
boats during the forced evacuation, sold for pennies on the
dollar, and they found it impossible to start all over again
as common deckhands. Only one family, the Manakas,
resumed fishing in the Monterey region. However, over
the following decades, as fish stocks plummeted, even they
found it unprofitable to continue large-scale fishing.

From the left: Hiroko Nishiguchi and Larry Oda, share their
memories of Monterey in the KTEH documentary, Return to the
Valley. KTEH

The Women
With so many men either incarcerated separately or serving in the military, the women had assumed leadership
roles during the internment—accepting the responsibilities of taking care of the families and earning much
needed income working in the mess halls, kitchens and hand laundries. When they returned home, women often
were the first to find jobs as domestics and in childcare. They began to earn equal salaries as their husbands
and in some cases became the major support of the family. The growing post-war economy also gave women
additional opportunities as slowly, secretarial and office jobs began to open up. More and more began to attend
college and eventually attaining professional jobs, something unheard of in the Issei generation. These women
were not content to stand in the background, quietly pushing their children forward. Instead, they became equal
partners with their husbands, with equal say in how the family finances were managed and more importantly, on
how the children were raised.
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Kitako Izumizaki and Helen Nitta Mito discuss the
changing role of women in Return to the Valley. Return
to the Valley, KTEH.

Redress and Remembrance
The post-War Japanese American community struggled to gain acceptance again—building up their
businesses and lives that were so tragically taken away from them during the war years. Their hopes and
dreams rested with the next generation, the Sansei. Little did anyone know that the Sansei would be motivated
by dramatic social changes in U.S. society such that they would be a part of and create a movement that
would seek to repair the wrongs that their parents and grandparents had been subjected to. The Sansei, with
their Nisei parents, worked to recover the past and document the history of Japanese Americans so that future
generations would remember the importance of civil rights and liberties even at times of war. This grassroots
activism, which started in communities with the Nisei and on the college campuses like UCLA and San Jose
State University with the Sansei, eventually led to landmark legislation – the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (see
the chapter on Redress and Reparation.) President Ronald Reagan formally signed the Civil Liberties Act,
which gave each Japanese American a $20,000 one time payment and a formal apology from the United States
government. For many of the Issei, it came too late.

From left to right: Sen. Daniel Inouye (HI), unidentified observer, Rep. Patricia Saiki (HI), Sen. Pete Wilson (CA), President Reagan, Rep.
Don Young (AK), Rep. Robert Matsui (CA) and Robert K. Bratt, Justice Dept. Administrator. Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.
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Resource Materials
The forced evacuation and internment of World War II are some of the most documented and studied topics in
Japanese American history. However, scholars, researchers, writers and filmmakers are beginning to create new
material on other areas of Japanese American history. These topics will continue to generate study and resources in
the coming years.

Books for younger students:
Uchida, Yoshiko (1996) Journey Home, Scott Foresman, ASIN: 0663592194. Uchida’s book, the sequel to Journey
to Topaz, is about returning to their home in Berkeley, California. The family’s experiences are told in a
manner that children can understand.
Houston, Jeanne, 1983, Farewell to Manzanar, Bantam, ISBN: 0553262165, Reading level 5th through 12th grade.
Houston’s book has become a standard part of school reading west of the Rocky Mountains. It is the story of
her family’s incarceration at Manzanar and their return to the Los Angeles area. Available through Amazon.
com and the Asian American Curriculum Project (www.asianamericanbooks.com)

Books for older students and researchers:
Daniels, Roger, Taylor, Sandra C. and Kitano, Harry, Arrington, Leonard, editors (1992) Japanese American From
Relocation to Redress. University of Washington Press, ISBN: 0295971177. The editors present material of
the Japanese American experience from the evacuation order of World War II to the public policy debate over
redress and reparations.
O’Brien, David J. and Fugita, Stephen (1991) The Japanese American Experience. Indiana University Press, ISBN:
0253206561. This is a scholarly work and does have extensive footnotes and bibliography.
Tamura, Eileen (1994) Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity: The Nisei Generation in Hawaii (The
Asian American Experience), University of Illinois Press, ISBN: 0252063589. This book describes the Nisei
generation and culture in Hawaii both before and after World War II.
Yoo, David (2000) Growing Up Nisei: Race, Generation, and Culture Among Japanese Americans of California,
1924-49 (The Asian American Experience), University of Illinois Press, ISBN: 025206822X. Yoo aexamines
the Nisei generation and how their experiences growing up in the 1920s and 30s ultimately helped them to
adjust to camp life.
DVD/ Videos:
Resettlement to Redress: Rebirth of the Japanese American Community, Don Young, Producer (2005) This film
takes a close look at the long and difficult journey Japanese Americans faced as they transitioned from
being forcibly removed from their homes and imprisoned in concentration camps during World War II, to
readjustment to society upon their release. Some never returned to their previous homes, settling instead
in other parts of the U.S., including Salt Lake City, Denver, and Seabrook, New Jersey. Eventually though,
pilgrimages to relocation centers and the empowering activist climate of the 1960s played a key role in
bringing people together, building increasing momentum to seek redress from the U.S. government. (55
minutes) available at the Japanese American National Museum store, www.janm.org or through CAAM at
www.asianamericanmedia.org
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Return to the Valley (2003) from KTEH San Jose PBS. Available from KTEH as a DVD with many additional
features, this documentary is about the experiences of Japanese Americans returning to the Santa Clara
and Salinas Valleys and Central Coast region after the war. The DVD has a bonus feature of Dave
Tatsuno’s Topaz Memories, the only full color film shot at camp by an internee. Return to the Valley
focuses on the Japanese American community and the inability to resume large scale farming and
fishing. (57 minutes) Go to www.returntothevalley.org to order.
Forced Out (2003) from KVIE Sacramento PBS. Available as a VHS, this documentary is an accompaniment to
Forsaken Fields. It focuses on the Japanese American business district in Sacramento before and after
the war. (30 minutes) It is available from KVIE (www.kvie.org)
Starting Over (1996) a film by Diane Fukami for KCSM San Mateo PBS. This program is about the Japanese
American community resettling in San Francisco, San Mateo and the Eastbay. Available from Center for
Asian American Media (CAAM www.asianamericanmedia.org) for school use. (60 minutes)

Web Sites and Organizations:
Densho Project, The Japanese American Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese
Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.
densho.org
Japanese American Museum of San Jose, a great community-based museum and web site. KTEH’s educational
partner on the Return to the Valley documentary and educational project. www.jamsj.org
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org
The Japanese American Network. This web site has links to many other sites focusing on the Internment
experience. www.janet.org
National Japanese American Historical Society, located in San Francisco’s Japantown, also has a small exhibit
area. www.nikkeiheritage.org This organization has put together a teacher site with lesson plans and the
Japanese American internment documents issued by the government at http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment/
National Archives http://www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the
Japanese American experience during World War II. Included are many links to a database listing the
names of most of the internees (based on 1940s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of
Congressional testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
Center for Asian American Media (CAAM) formerly National Asian American Telecommunications
Association, www.asianamericanmedia.org
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Chapter 10
The 1960s and 1970s: Social and Community Change in
San Jose’s Japanese American Community
By Thomas Izu, California History Center, DeAnza College
The social upheaval and social justice movements of the 60s and 70s that rocked the entire nation had a tremendous
impact on Japanese Americans. The activism generated by the call for political empowerment and reform of this
period has left a particular legacy still visible in organizational structures of the San Jose Japanese American
community of today.
Most credit two powerful social forces as creating a “Culture of Opposition” and setting off an explosion of
activism and change that characterizes the 60s and 70s. The first is the Civil Rights Movement lead by African
Americans for political power and an end to segregationist policies of the South, originally beginning in the 1950s.
The second is the movement against the Vietnam War. Both inspired a generation of youth – Japanese American
Sansei or third generation included – to become activists and organizers and to eventually use the experiences and
skills gained from this period to transform their own communities.
In the San Jose area, the Sansei were in high school or college and exposed to the events taking place in the Civil
Rights and Anti-war movements. Learning about the history of racial persecution against African Americans and
the imperialist practices supported by their nation’s government, led some to reflect upon their own background
as members of an ethnic minority. From this, two main trends help categorize the ways this period influenced the
community, the development of the movement for Asian American Studies, and the “Serve the People” movement.
The Rise of Asian American Studies
Japanese Americans became active in promoting the study of their own people’s history. Not finding it in existing
school text books, they pushed for a rendering of a “true history” and the uncovering of a “buried past.” The social
justice movements lead them to see a common bond with other Asian Americans and people of color, including
African Americans, Chicanos/Latinos, and Native Americans. At many universities including San Jose State
University, Asian American students push for the establishment of Asian American Studies programs as a part of a
general call for ethnic studies and what they felt would be a more accurate portrayal of US history.
For the first time, many Japanese Americans began to study, research and write about the intense persecution faced
by the Issei and Nisei (first and second generation Japanese Americans), and in particular, gained knowledge and
interest in the wartime internment camps and dispersal of their communities. From this they began to place the
internment and wartime experiences in a broader context, creating a rationale for why redress and compensation for
the internment was a matter of civil and constitutional rights. The basis of the modern redress movement was born
from this period. Sansei acquired the knowledge needed to re-cast the early efforts of Nisei to gain justice of the
wartime violations as part of the agenda of the civil rights and social justice movements of the time. Ultimately the
redress movement and resulting victory would help bring Nisei and Sansei generations together and create a new
sense of purpose for the Japanese American community as a whole.
One area where this is can be seen today is in the heritage and preservation activities of the community. The
movement for Asian American Studies generated a whole new interest in local history, including that of the San
Jose Japanese American community. Sansei created an interest in oral histories of Issei and Nisei and began to work
with the older generations to preserve the knowledge they had of Nihonmachi. They enlisted the interest of Nisei
amateur historians and sought their support to create such organizations as the Japanese American Resource Center
(now know as the Japanese American Museum of San Jose). Such organizations were new to the community and
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The KTEH crew preparing to tape an interview with attorney, Peter
Nakahars for Return to the Valley. Nakahara began his practice
in the early 1950s in San Jose’s Japantown. Though trained as an
immigration and estate attorney, he took on many pro bono cases for
Japanese Americans suing to regain lost property. Return to the Valley,
KTEH.

the Sansei had provided the rationale based on ethnic studies as to why an ethnic specific heritage organization was
needed.The call for political empowerment engendered by the redress movement and the social justice movements
of this period also led Sansei to become active in the civic affairs of the community including electoral politics
and city redevelopment issues. They worked with existing efforts lead by Nisei to gain political representation for
Japanese Americans, becoming involved in such organizations as the Japanese American Citizens League. From
this time period came individuals such as Norman Y. Mineta, former Mayor of San Jose, member of Congress
and cabinet member, and a Sansei, Mike Honda, currently a member of the Congress. Additionally, they created
new organizations such as the Nihonmachi Outreach Committee to ensure a voice in any attempts by the city to
redevelop the Nihonmachi area. Much concern existed on the part of the Sansei that San Jose’s Nihonmachi not
face the same fate that Japanese American communities in San Francisco and Los Angeles had when large sections
were torn down to make way for redevelopment projects for outside business interests. The community continues
this involvement in its own development by maintaining connections with the city and involving local business
representatives through the Japantown Business Association.
Lastly, the movements of the 60s and 70s instilled within Japanese Americans the desire to promote ethnic pride
and to search out the roots of unique Japanese American cultural art forms to express and popularize their hard won
heritage. A clear example of this is the development of the San Jose Taiko Group. Based on traditional Japanese
drumming of the upper class and folk traditions, Sansei musicians in San Jose and other Japanese communities in
the U.S. added American musical styles and sensibilities including rock and jazz improvisational styles creating a
new form of musical expression. The San Jose Taiko group based in San Jose’s Nihonmachi continues to perform
and develop this art form.
“Serve the People” and Community Involvement
Activists of the 60s and 70s popularized the notion of “serving the people” and reconnecting with the community
on a “grassroots level.” For the Sansei inspired by this message, this meant going back and finding their ethnic
community ties and creating activities to help their people. Sansei activist efforts focused on aiding the Issei,
who were advanced in age and in need of basic social care. Many Issei were never able to make up for the losses
they incurred due to their wartime internment and compounding this was the fact that most did not speak English
and could not access existing senior services. After the war, the Japanese American community geographically
dispersed, and the Nisei worked to establish themselves in the broader community. Many Issei were left without
the elaborate social connections community ties provided prior to the war. Sansei students from San Jose State
University active in social causes formed a group called Asians for Community Action and began a hot meal
program for Issei that included an annual rice pounding celebration or “Mochitsuki.” Their goal was to reestablish
a sense of community destroyed by the internment and “forced dispersal.” Nisei over time, joined the efforts of
the Sansei seeing the potential in this activity to make up for some of the losses felt by their parents’ generation.
Providing more financial stability and tremendous logistical expertise, the Nisei helped transform the Sansei’s
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original “serve the people” activity into the Yu-Ai Kai Japanese
American Community Senior Service, a non-profit agency now
operating in Nihonmachi.
In a similar way, law students from Santa Clara University
Law School created the Asian Law Alliance to provide legal
services to immigrant Asian Americans—including the Japanese
American elderly—that due to language or finances could
not acquire legal services. Activists who had formed similar
agencies in other cities inspired these students - many of them
Sansei - to create this organization.
The “Serve the People” model promoted by many activist
Founded in 1977, the Asian Law Alliance provides legal services,
organizations during the 60s and 70s left a legacy still felt
community education and advocacy to help realize the dream of
equal justice for all. KTEH
beyond the establishment of these particular non-profit
agencies. Sansei activists with the eventual support of the Nisei
helped generate a new sense of involvement in the community. It became a conscious activity that was deemed,
socially and politically, to contribute to the greater “good” of the community and society as a whole. This period
established a new call for community participation and involvement that went beyond family and business ties.
In today’s Japanese American community this has become a new tradition institutionalized in many of its social
organizations whether of a civic, cultural, or service nature. In this way the spirit of involvement forged from the
activism of the 60s and 70s lives on today in Nihonmachi.

Resource Materials
Books for younger students
There are many excellent books for younger readers about America’s Civil Rights Movement, but there are few
about community activism and the Movement from an Asian American perspective. This is a newer area of
research and there are sure to be many more books and materials in the future.
Banks, Jacqueline Turner (2001) A Day for Vincent Chin and Me, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 061813199X. The kids
from Turner’s popular novel, Project Wheels, come back in this sequel. It focuses on Tommy, a Japanese
American sixth grader in Kentucky and his multicultural classmates, and their efforts to get a speed bump
installed in the neighborhood. The parallel story is about Tommy’s mother and her efforts to organize to
fight racism and her group’s efforts to mark the death of Vincent Chin – a young Asian American man who
was killed as victim of a hate crime. Tommy does not understand why his mother wants to draw attention to
his family’s “Asian-ness” but through sensitive conversations with her, begins to understand the importance
of community activism. This book is not meant for every student, but does explain about community
activism in a manner most fifth and sixth graders will understand. Available from
Amazon.com
Hamanaka, Sheila, The Journey: Japanese Americans, Racism, and Renewal, (1995) Demco Publishing, ISBN:
0606087877. This book is based on Hamanaka’s 25-foot mural that depicts the experiences of Japanese
Americans with emphasis upon the prejudice and injustice that culminated in their incarceration during
World War II. Close-ups of the mural—along with a final panoramic view of its five panels—are
accompanied by the author’s own text.
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Books for older students and researchers:
Berkeley Art Center Association. (2001) The Whole World’s Watching: Peace and Social Justice Movements of
the 1960s & 1970s. Berkley Art Center Association. This book contains a collection of photos and essays
about the social justice movements of this period. There is an accompanying teaching guide. Book and
guide are available from Berkeley Art Center at www.berkeleyartcenter.org.
Kitashima, Tsuyako “Sox” and Morimoto, Joy K., (2003) Birth of an Activist, the Sox Kitashima Story. AACP
is the publisher. This is the story of Tsuyako “Sox” Kitashima, a California-born, Japanese American
woman whose name became synonymous with the redress and reparations campaign for Japanese
Americans wrongfully incarcerated during World War II. From her childhood through World War II
and the post-war years, to her transformation into a community leader and activist, Sox Kitashima’s
life journey will touch all readers. Available from Asian American Curriculum Project (www.
asianamericanbooks.com)
Maki, Mitchell, Kitano, Harry, and Berthold, S. Megan. (1999) Achieving the Impossible Dream: How Japanese
Americans Obtained Redress. University of Illinois Press. ISBN: 0252067649 An important book
chronicling the development of the movement for Japanese American redress.
Salomon, Larry (1998) Roots of Justice: Stories of Organizing in Communities of Color, Josey-Bass Publishing,
ISBN: 0787961787. These are the stories of people who fought back against exploitation and injustice
- and won. From the Zoot Suiters who refused to put up with abuse at the hands of the Navy to the
women who organized the welfare rights movement of the 1970s, Roots of Justice shows how, through
organizing, ordinary people have made extraordinary contributions to change society.
Tule Lake Committee. Kinenhi: Reflections on Tule Lake. Published by the Tule Lake Committee (1980).
Essays, oral histories and photos collected regarding the pilgrimage to the former internment camp site
of Tule Lake. This book is available through Alibris at www.alibris.com.

DVD/ Videos:
Pilgrimage (2006) Tadashi Nakamura, Producer. Pilgrimage is the first film to show how the WWII camps were
reclaimed by the children of its victims and how the Manzanar Pilgrimage now has fresh meaning for
diverse generations of people who realize that when the US government herded thousands of innocent
Americans into what the government itself called concentration camps, it was failure of democracy that
would affect all Americans. This film features a hip hop music track and some archival footage shot by
Nakamura’s father during his own pilgrimage to Manzanar in the 1960’s. (37 minutes) Available from
CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org
On Strike Ethnic Studies: 1969 to 1999 (1999) Irum Shiekh, producer. This description is from the CAAM web
site: Through interviews with past and recent student leaders and faculty juxtaposed with footage of
campus demonstrations over the course of a generation, “On Strike” offers an historical and political
overview of what it took to establish and sustain ethnic studies at one of the nation’s leading universities.
(30 minutes) Available from CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org

Page 68

Yuri Kochiyama: A Passion for Justice (1993) Rea Tajiri & Pat Saunders, producers. This description is from the
CAAM web site: For over forty years, the work of this tireless political activist has touched thousands of
lives in diverse communities across the United States. Yuri Kochiyama’s story begins with her internment
as a young woman during World War II. She has been involved with worldwide nuclear disarmament, the
Japanese American Redress and Reparations Movement and the International Political Prisoner Rights
Movement. A follower and friend of Malcolm X and a supporter of Black Liberation, Mrs. Kochiyama
was at the Audubon Ballroom when he was assassinated. (57 minutes) Available from CAAM, www.
asianamericanmedia.org
Web Sites and Organizations:
Asian American Revolutionary Movement at www.aamovement.net. This site has downloadable “ezines.” The site,
which expresses viewpoints of many authors and groups, focuses on the Asian American Movement today.
There are also articles about the past history of the movement.
California Civil Liberties Public Education Program at www.library.ca.gov/grants/cclpep/ The California Civil
Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP) was created in 1999 as the result of the passage of the
California Civil Liberties Public Education Act sponsored by Assemblymember Mike Honda and others.
The legislation creates the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program, (CCLPEP). Its purpose is
to provide competitive grants for public educational activities and the development of educational materials
to ensure that the events surrounding the exclusion, forced removal and incarceration of civilians and
permanent resident aliens of Japanese ancestry will be remembered and so that causes and circumstances
of this and similar events may be illuminated and understood. Densho Project, The Japanese American
Legacy Project. This archive tells much of the story of Japanese Americans in the Seattle, Tacoma, and
Spokane region. There are many great photos as well. www.densho.org
Japanese American Citizens League at www.jacl.org. The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is a
membership organization whose mission is to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of Americans
of Japanese ancestry and others victimized by injustice. Teachers may also order curriculum guides directly
from the website.
Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org

Page 69

Chapter 11
The Movement for Redress and Reparations
By Wendy Ng, San Jose State University
By the 1960s, Japanese Americans were no longer confined to living in the Japantowns of San Jose,
Los Angeles, and San Francisco, or the family farm.
They moved out and were able to purchase homes in
middle class suburban neighborhoods. The Sansei (third
generation) children had lives filled with school activities,
sports, and summer vacations, instead of long days spent
toiling in the fields of the family farm. Still, San Jose’s
Nihonmachi continued to serve as the heart of the Japanese
American community. The Buddhist Church Betsuin,
Wesley United Methodist Church, and the Issei Memorial
Building (formerly the Kuwabara Hospital) became the
focal point of activities. Over the next twenty years, as
Silicon Valley began to grow and develop, the remaining
Japanese American farmers began to sell their land. Office
buildings inhabited by high tech companies and tract
The Issei Memorial Building in San Jose’s Japantown. It has served many
housing replaced the acreage once owned by Japanese
functions in the past, including a stint as the area hospital. Today, community
American farmers.
non-profits rent office space there. KTEH
The Sansei (third generation) grew up at a very
different time than their Nisei parents. Their parents
had experienced the dislocating effects of the war—
incarcerated in American concentration camps. The Sansei grew up as a part of the “baby boomer” generation, born
after the end of World War II through the beginning of the 1960s. The Civil Rights era profoundly influenced the
college educated Sansei, who began to question the internment and the violation of civil liberties. In the late 1960s
and early 1970s a grassroots movement began on college campuses to demand redress and a formal apology from
the United States government.
The beginnings of redress began as soon as the camps closed in 1946. In 1948, the Evacuations Claims Act gave
some redress in the form of monetary compensation for losses incurred from the wartime evacuation. But many
believe that the compensation was inadequate, with the government paying only ten cents for every dollar of
property loss that could be documented. It was not until 1978 that the Japanese American Citizens League formally
took a position and began to seek redress for those individuals who were forced to evacuate and move from their
homes due to the war. The JACL and the National Committee for Redress decided to pursue redress through
legislative action and worked with Congress to establish a government commission to study the effects of the
displacement of citizens during World War II.
In 1981, the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Evacuation of Civilians (CWRIC) was formed. It was charged
with holding hearings in cities throughout the United States and gathered testimony from former internees about
their evacuation and living conditions. These oral hearings, coupled with voluminous research about the World War
II evacuation and internment program, produced the Commission’s important landmark book, Personal Justice
Denied.
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President Ronald Reagan, flanked by Japanese American leaders,
August 10, 1988 at the signing ceremony of the Civil Liberties
Act that finally gave Japanese Americans redress and reparations.
President Ronald Reagan Library

From left to right: Sen. Daniel Inouye (HI), unidentified observer, Rep. Patricia
Saiki (HI), Sen. Pete Wilson (CA), President Reagan, Rep. Don Young (AK),
Rep. Robert Matsui (CA) and Robert K. Bratt, Justice Dept. Administrator.
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.

Three other very important cases were also brought to light in the 1980s. In separate cases, Fred Korematsu, Minoru
Yasui, and Gordon Hirabayashi challenged the curfew and evacuation orders issued by the government. Their cases
were heard by the U.S. Supreme Court and the Court found that the government had the right to enact the curfew
and evacuation orders because it was wartime. In the early 1980s, legal historian Peter Irons found documents that
showed the government had intentionally dismissed evidence that Japanese Americans would not be a security
threat to the U.S. government. This allowed Korematsu, Yasui, and Hirabayashi, to return to their court cases
that were heard by the Supreme Court in 1944. Thus, this new information led to the reevaluation of the original
court convictions. This, coupled with the growing momentum for Redress, made the stage ripe for developing a
mass movement to work through legislative and grass roots channels to campaign for monetary redress for former
evacuees and internees.
By the late 1980s, with the assistance of Japanese American senators and congressman, Congress had approved
the passage of redress funds for former internees who were moved and relocated during World War II. Redress
payments of $20,000 were paid to the oldest survivors first. In successive years, other survivors received their
compensation. Individuals received a formal letter of apology from the President, either George Bush (Sr.) or Bill
Clinton (depending on the time of the receipt of the application.)
For many Japanese Americans, the monetary compensation was not the main goal. Redress and reparations funds
needed to go beyond that, providing educational programs and materials that would educate the public about the
issues of civil rights and liberties in the United States. The Japanese American experience can serve as an example
of the rights of citizens and to educate today’s population about the importance of learning from history.
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Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
There are very few books on the topic of Japanese American redress and reparation for younger students. However,
new material is being published continuously and more books may be available in the future.

Books for older students and researchers:
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. Personal Justice Denied. Washington, D.C. U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1982. Comprehensive report on evacuation and internment of Japanese, Aleuts,
and Pribolof Islanders during World War II.
Hatamiya, Leslie T. Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and the Passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988
(1994) Stanford University Press, ISBN: 0804723664. Hatamiya describes the story of the long and bitter
political struggle in Congress to pass the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, a law to pay reparations to former
camp inmates.
Irons, Peter. Justice at War: The Story of the Japanese American Internment Cases. (1983) Oxford University Press,
ASIN: 019503497X. Peter Irons’ exhaustive research has uncovered a government campaign of suppression,
alteration, and destruction of crucial evidence that could have persuaded the Supreme Court to strike down
the internment order
Irons, Peter. Justice Delayed: The Record of the Japanese American Internment Cases (1989) Wesleyan University
Press, ASIN: 0819561754.
Maki, Mitchell T., Harry H. L. Kitano and S. Megan Berthold. Achieving the Impossible Dream : How Japanese
Americans Obtained Redress. (1999) University of Illinois Press, ISBN: 0252067649. Maki, Kitano, and
Berthold have written a well-documented account of the redress movement for Americans of Japanese
ancestry who were incarcerated in concentration camps during World War II. Available at Amazon.com
Shimabokuro, Robert S. Born in Seattle: The Campaign for Japanese American Redress (2001) University of
Washington Press, ISBN-10: 0295981423. Robert Sadamu Shimabukuro recounts the 20-year battle
undertaken by Seattle activists seeking official apology and financial compensation for the imprisoned
citizens and permanent residents. Available at Amazon.com
Takezawa, Yasuko. Breaking the Silence: Redress and Japanese American Ethnicity. (1995) Cornell University
Press, ISBN: 0801481813. This book is an anthology of works about the Redress and talks in depth about
Day of Remembrance. Available at Amazon.com.

DVD/Videos:
Pilgrimage (2006) Tadashi Nakamura, Producer. Pilgrimage is the first film to show how the WWII camps were
reclaimed by the children of its victims and how the Manzanar Pilgrimage now has fresh meaning for
diverse generations of people who realize that when the US government herded thousands of innocent
Americans into what the government itself called concentration camps, it was failure of democracy that
would affect all Americans. This film features a hip hop music track and some archival footage shot by
Nakamura’s father during his own pilgrimage to Manzanar in the 1960’s. (37 minutes) Available from
CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org
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Resettlement to Redress: Rebirth of the Japanese American Community, Don Young, Producer (2005) This film
takes a close look at the long and difficult journey Japanese Americans faced as they transitioned from
being forcibly removed from their homes and imprisoned in concentration camps during World War II, to
readjustment to society upon their release. Some never returned to their previous homes, settling instead
in other parts of the U.S., including Salt Lake City, Denver, and Seabrook, New Jersey. Eventually though,
pilgrimages to relocation centers and the empowering activist climate of the 1960s played a key role in
bringing people together, building increasing momentum to seek redress from the U.S. government. (55
minutes) Available at the Japanese American National Museum store, www.janm.org or through CAAM at
www.asianamericanmedia.org
After Silence, Civil Rights and the Japanese-American Experience, Lois Shelton, director (2003) available
at www.bullfrogfilms.com. This film poses the question “What does it mean to be an American in a
time of uncertainty and fear?” The subject area is the fragile nature of civil rights, and it explores the
JapaneseAmerican internment through the lens of 9/11. (30 minutes.)
Of Civil Rights and Wrongs: The Fred Korematsu Story (1999) produced by Eric Paul Fournier, this documentary
originally appeared on the PBS series POV. Fred Korematsu challenged the US government in the courts on
the legality of internment. The ruling eventually paved the way for legislation. (60 minutes) Available from
CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org or Japanese American National Museum store, www.janm.org
A Personal Matter: Gordon Hirabayashi vs. the United States (1992) produced by John de Graaf with the
Constitution Project. This documentary, which has a study guide, focuses on the court case of Gordon
Hirabayashi, who argued that Excecutive Order 9066 violated his Constitutional rights as an American
citizen.(30 minutes) Available from CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org
Unfinished Business (1986) produced by Steven Okazaki, this film tells the story of three Japanese Americans, Fred
Korematsu, Gordon Hirabayashi and Minoru Yasui, who refused to be interned and were imprisoned for
violating Executive Order 9066. It reveals efforts by the three men to reopen their cases and overturn their
convictions. (58 minutes) Available from CAAM, www.asianamericanmedia.org
Web Sites and Organizations:
California Civil Liberties Public Education Program at www.library.ca.gov/grants/cclpep/ The California Civil
Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP) was created in 1999 as the result of the passage of the
California Civil Liberties Public Education Act sponsored by Assemblymember Mike Honda and others.
The legislation creates the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program, (CCLPEP). Its purpose is to
provide competitive grants for public educational activities and the development of educational materials to
ensure that the events surrounding the exclusion, forced removal and incarceration of civilians and permanent
resident aliens of Japanese ancestry will be remembered and so that causes and circumstances of this and
similar events may be illuminated and understood.
Japanese American Citizens League at www.jacl.org. The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is a
membership organization whose mission is to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of Americans
of Japanese ancestry and others victimized by injustice. Teachers may also order curriculum guides directly
from the web site.
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Japanese American National Museum, located in Los Angeles and the repository of a great deal of archival
material on the Japanese American experience in the United States. www.janm.org
National Archives - www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/ This on-line area is specific to the Japanese
American experience during World War II. Included are many links including those to a database listing
the names of most of the internees (based on 1940s records), Nisei military records, and twenty days of
Congressional testimony which eventually led to the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.

Though President Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act in 1988, it took tow more years to set up the review and distribution system for the apology letters and the
reparation payment. Here are the two versions of the apology letters sent out by Presidents George Bush Sr. and Bill Clinton. JAMsj Archives
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Chapter 12

San Jose’s Japanese American Community Today
By Thomas Izu, California History Center, DeAnza College
As depicted in the documentary, Return to the Valley, Japanese Americans of
the Santa Clara Valley and the Central Coast region weathered their wartime
expulsion and imprisonment and returned to reestablish their community in the
post war period. Although composing only 1.3 percent of the total population
of San Jose (U.S. Census, 2000), Japanese Americans continue to have a
visible and significant presence in the city’s political and cultural life. In the
post war period, they successfully created a vibrant and active community,
featuring a large array of social, cultural, political and religious organizations
and public activities. This community however, has greatly changed in
function and structure since the pre-World War II period. It is important
to place the current community in its historical context to understand the
role it plays today as well as some of the major questions facing its future
development.
Prior to World War II, Japanese Americans developed farming communities or “clusters” (see article on
Farming in the Santa Clara Valley) in outlying areas of the Santa Clara Valley. San Jose’s Nihonmachi or
“Japantown” served first as a place that had housing for Japanese immigrant field labors, but eventually
developed into a place that provided needed services for Santa Clara Valley Japanese American farmers and
growing Japanese American families. The wartime removal and incarceration of Japanese Americans disbanded
the cohesive farming communities and forever changed Nihonmachi, ending its role as a segregated “enclave”
or ghetto.
Upon return from the camps, the Issei or first generation Japanese Americans and their children, the Nisei
eventually had to find employment outside of the traditional bounds of farming, having been displaced from
family agricultural land and activities taken over by other groups and business interests during the war. Out of
necessity, the Nisei had to find ways to integrate themselves into the overall economic life of the valley, ending.
the economic basis of the community—farming and support services based on agriculture.

The Japantown Hospital as it looked in the late 1940s and today as the Issei Memorial Building. It houses the administrative
offices of community non-profits. JAMsj Archives and KTEH
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Mr. Kawakami, director of the San Jose Civic Unity Hostel in front the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin in 1945. The Church, dedicated in 1940, replaced
an earlier structure built by the Issei pioneers. The Church property was held in trust during World War II by San Jose attorney, Ben Peckham, a friend to the
Japanese American community. It survived the War intact. It is still considered a vital part of the community today. Left Bancroft Library, Right KTEH.

Wesley United Methodist Church, also an integral part of the community today.
This building was dedicated in the early 1960s and replaced an older church
established by the Issei pioneers. KTEH

However, many now raising families desired to maintain social and cultural ties to their community. For these
individuals, the Nihonmachi area became important as a cultural and social center where they could continue to
practice customs and activities they felt important to continue for their children’s and aging parents’ sake. Much
of this focused on reestablishing the major religious organizations in the area, such as the Buddhist and Methodist
churches, but also included civic organizations such as the Japanese American Citizen’s League and community
organizations that provided recreational and social opportunities. Many Nisei, fearing continued discrimination felt
they and their extended families would not have access to the same opportunities these organizations offered outside
of the Japanese American community.
When the Sansei or third generation (the children of the Nisei) came of age, they served an additional function
to the community. Some Sansei had become activists inspired by the social movements of the 60s and 70s (see
article on Redress.) They advocated for the need to create bilingual service programs for the Issei elderly as well as
activities that would promote ethnic pride and the preservation of the history and heritage of Japanese Americans
as a unique cultural and racial group in the region. Sansei students from San Jose State University and Santa Clara
University helped found organizations in Nihonmachi such a senior center, legal services agency and the San Jose
Taiko Group. As the third generation began to raise their own families, they too, began to focus on community
activities for their children as their parents had. They worked to expand existing community programs or create new
Page 76

ones to provide their Yonsei or fourth generation children as well as children of mixed heritage (part Japanese
American) with opportunities to learn about Japanese American history and culture.
Today, a dizzying array of clubs and organizations continue to operate and, as a whole, represent the enduring
spirit of the Japanese American community. Most prominent in this collection of groups are:

Yu-Ai Kai Community Senior Services provides
lunch and cultural activities for seniors. KTEH

Founded in 1977, the Asian Law Alliance provides legal services,
community education and advocacy to help realize the dream of
equal justice for all. KTEH

1) Business interests, including such organizations as the Japantown Business Association. These groups
continue to monitor and discuss what direction the business community should take in face of many demographic
transformations.
2) Religious organizations, including the two largest ethnic churches, the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin and
the Wesley United Methodist Church. These institutions sponsor many other social clubs, activities and community
wide events such as Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, large festivals such as the “Obon festival” and many other
service-related groups.
3) Civic and Social Service organizations, including the Japanese American Citizens League and social service
agencies originally formed by Sansei such as the Yu-Ai Kai/Japanese American Senior Service and the Asian Law
Alliance.
4) Cultural and educational organizations, including arts groups such as the San Jose Taiko Club, children’s
educational programs such as Suzume no Gakko, and the Japanese American Museum of San Jose.
5) Recreational organizations, including sports leagues and recreational groups such a the Community Youth
Service (CYS) that hosts year-round team sports for youth, and various traditional Japanese martial arts clubs that
teach Judo and Kendo.

The Future of Nihonmachi and Japanese Americans in San Jose
Currently, individuals and groups active in the community are involved in ongoing discussions about what the
future will hold for Japanese Americans. Some individuals with the support of the City of San Jose have formed a
“Japantown Community Congress” to discuss development and planning related issues as well as efforts to obtain
state funding to preserve Nihonmachi as an historic community site.
San Jose’s Japantown remains the only traditional “Japanese Town” that has not gone through urban renewal. The
streets and shops (though modernized) still look as they did in 1940. Many longtime stores such as the Kogura
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Gifts, still are family owned and operated. However, it is unknown how much longer this most “rural” of the
Japantowns will remain in its present state. Those involved in the community continue to voice many different
questions about the fate of their community.
Some of the main areas of concern are:
1. Concerns that the community will be “over-run” by non-Japanese Americans who will take away
opportunities for Japanese Americans to carry out their cultural or social traditions, and possibly challenge
existing Japanese and Japanese American oriented businesses. There are conflicting feelings regarding the need
to “market” Nihonmachi to appeal to a more diverse base of the region’s population while trying to retain the
Japanese American character of Nihonmachi.
2. Concerns that the decline of the Japanese American population and the dispersal or assimilation of the
remaining population will lead to loss of customers for the business in Nihonmachi and involvement in the
various organizations and activities of the community. Some family run businesses that trace their origins to the
pre-World War II period are concerned that their children will not continue with the family business and other
individuals wonder if Nihomachi will have relevancy to the interests or needs of future generations.
3. Concerns that local Japanese American history and the values and heritage many Japanese Americans wish
to preserve will be forgotten and lost to society. This includes future physical development of historic structures
in the neighborhood as well as cultural and social practices. Efforts continue in this area to secure city and
state support to help with economic development plans and to create public projects that emphasize the unique
cultural contributions of Nihonmachi. San Jose’s Japanese American community has historically faced many
challenges. It adapted to major changes spanning many different political, economic and social issues. Today’s
community will continue to change and develop as we move into a new century.

San Jose’s Japantown still reflects its rural roots. It is one of the three remaining Japantowns in the nation and community leaders are determined to maintain its
cultural heritage and unique small town look, even though it is now surrounded by the modern city of San Jose. KTEH
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Nichi Bei Bussan store as it looked in early 1950’s when Dave Tatsuno ran the business, and today managed by daughter Arlene Tatsuno Damron. Left,
Tatsuno Family, Right, KTEH

Resource Materials
Books for younger students:
Asian American children’s literature is a fast emerging field. Many fictional books are now being published featuring
Japanese American children as they interact with their peers at school and their culture at home. Although we have
chosen to include only non-fiction material in this section, we encourage young readers to explore all types of books.
Nickles, Greg, (2001) The Japanese, Crabtree Publishing, ISBN: 0778702073. This is one of Nickles “We Came to
North America” series about immigrants for children. The book covers Japanese American history, including
internment and the modern community as well. Reading level 4th grade and up.
Hoobler, Dorothy and Hoobler, Thomas, with introduction by George Takei (1998), The Japanese American Family
Album, Oxford University Childrens’ Press, ISBN: 0195124235. Organized into six chapters, the book covers
Japanese American history from the earliest immigrants to Hawaii, to the present day. Reading level, 4th
grade and up. Part of the “American Family Album” series.
McDaniel, Melissa, (2002) Japanese Americans, Child’s World, ISBN: 1567661548. This is a simple introduction to
Japanese immigration and their history in America. It also covers well-known Japanese Americans of today.
Reading level, 4th grade and up.

Books for older students and researchers:
Fugita, Stephen S., and David J. O’Brien (1991) Japanese American Ethnicity: The Persistence of Community,
University of Washington Press, ASIN: 0295973765
Kitano, Harry H. L. (1993) Generations and Identity: The Japanese American, Ginn Press, ISBN: 0536583706.
Kitano writes about change and diversity of Japanese Americans.
Misawa, Steven, editor (1980) Beginnings: Japanese Americans in San Jose . San Jose; San Jose Japanese American
Community Senior Service. This book is out of print and may be available through rare and used book
services such as www.alibris.com
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Niya, Brian, editor (1993) Japanese American History: An A to Z Reference from 1868 to the Present, Facts on File,
Inc. ASIN: 0816026807. This is an encyclopedia style book in four sections: a chronology of major events in
Japanese American history; more than 400 A to Z entries on significant individuals, organization, events and
movements, and a thorough bibliography.
Takahashi, Jere, (1997). Nisei/Sansei: Shifting Japanese American Identities and Politics. Philadelphia: Temple
University Press, ISBN: 156639550X. Takahashi challenges studies that describe the Japanese American
community’s essentially linear process toward assimilation into U.S. society.
Yoo, David, (2000) Growing Up Nisei: Race, Generation and Culture among Japanese Americans in California,
1924-49. University of Illinois Press, ASIN: 0252025083. This book traces the emergence of a dynamic Nisei
subculture and shows how the foundations laid during the 1920s and 1930s helped many Nisei adjust to the
upheaval of the concentration camps.
DVD/ Videos:
Japanese American identity is being discovered and explored more frequently by independent filmmakers. Here’s a
sampling of what’s currently available.
Pilgrimage (2006) Tadashi Nakamura, Producer. Pilgrimage is the first film to show how the WWII camps were
reclaimed by the children of its victims and how the Manzanar Pilgrimage now has fresh meaning for diverse
generations of people who realize that when the US government herded thousands of innocent Americans
into what the government itself called concentration camps, it was failure of democracy that would affect
all Americans. This film features a hip hop music track and some archival footage shot by Nakamura’s
father during his own pilgrimage to Manzanar in the 1960’s. (37 minutes) Available from CAAM, www.
asianamericanmedia.org
Double Solitaire (1997) a film by Corey Ohama. This personal documentary uses the motif of games to look at how
the Japanese American internment during World War II may have affected the lives of two “ordinary” people,
the filmmaker’s father and uncle, Norm and Stan. Available from Center for Asian American Media (CAAM)
at www.asianamericanmedia.org

Web Sites and Organizations:
Asian Law Alliance www.asianlawalliance-ala.org Non-profit organization providing legal an advocacy services to
Asian Pacific Americans based in Nihonmachi.
Japantown Business Association www.japantownsanjose.org Organization dedicated to promoting the economic,
cultural and social well-being of Nihonmachi.
Yu-Ai Kai Japanese American Community Senior Service of San Jose www.yuaikai.org
A non-profit agency established to provide bilingual and bicultural services for the elderly.
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin www.sjbetsuin.com Web site for the largest Japanese American Buddhist church
in Nihonmachi.
San Jose Taiko www.taiko.org Web site for a Japanese drumming performing arts group.
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Japanese American Citizens League at www.jacl.org. The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is
a membership organization whose mission is to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of
Americans of Japanese ancestry and others victimized by injustice. Teachers may also order curriculum
guides directly from the website.
Japanese American Museum of San Jose. Take a walking tour or learn more about San Jose’s Japantown, one of
only three such communities remaining in the United States – and the only one that has not been touched
by urban development. Find out how and why community leaders want to preserve the look of this
Japantown as it was in its farming heyday. Visit the Japanese American Museum of San Jose,
www.jamsj.org

Japanese American Museum of San Jose, the building as it was from 1995 to 2006. It
began life as a house and was rennovated to be a doctor’s office. KTEH

Architectural rendering of the new Japanese American Museum of San Jose, scheduled to be reopened in the fall of 2008. JAMsj
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Glossary of Terms and Phrases

Shojiro Tatsuno (left) and son, Dave (right) in front of their Nichi Bei Bussan Store on Post Street in San Francisco, just one day
before they had to evacuate for Tanforan Assembly Center. Shojiro Tatsuno, an Issei, had immigrated from Nagano, Japan and
opened the store in 1902. Dave would reestablish the store in 1946 in the lower level of their nearby house. Shojiro Tastuno did
the honors by opening the doors and welcoming back their first customers. Dave opened the San Jose branch in 1948. National
Archives

Assembly Center: Temporary detention center to house evacuees while permanent relocation centers were being built.
Baishakunin: Marriage arranger or go-between. Individual who arranges marriages between families.
Concentration Camp: Guarded facility for detention and/or imprisonment of individuals
Executive Order 9066: President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the order that authorized the military to remove
any or all persons from certain areas of the United States for government defense.
Gentlemen’s Agreement: A 1907-08 agreement between Japan and the United States to limit the immigration
of Japanese laborers entering the United States.
“Go For Broke”: Motto of the Japanese American soldiers of the 100th Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT). The term was adopted from an old gambler’s term, meaning “shoot the works” or to “go all
out.”
Issei: First generation immigrant Japanese.
Japanese American Citizens League: Formed by Nisei (second generation), the JACL is oldest Asian American civil rights organization in the United States.
Kibei: Second generation Japanese Americans educated in Japan.
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Military Intelligence Service (MIS): Japanese Americans in the military that served as translators and
interrogators.
Nikkei: Term used to describe a person of Japanese ancestry.
Nisei: Second generation, American born Japanese.
Sansei: Third generation, American born Japanese.
Nihonmachi: Literally, Japan-town.
Redress and Reparations: Movement to offer financial compensation or reparations to Japanese who were
incarcerated or relocated during World War II.
Resettlement: The time period and the process that Japanese Americans went through following camp
where they had to reestablish their homes, work, and community.
Sansei: Third generation, American born Japanese.
War Relocation Authority (WRA): The government body used to administer and manage the internment
camps.
Yonsei: Fourth generation, American born Japanese.
100th Battalion: Army unit comprised of Japanese American volunteers from the Hawaiian National
Guard.
442nd Regimental Combat Team: All Japanese army unit comprised of volunteers from the mainland U.S.
and Hawaii that fought in Europe during World War II.

Retired grower, Eiichi Edward Sakauye giving the KTEH crew a tour of his farm equipment, which all survived WW II due to the diligence of their
neighbors, the Seeley family. Sakauye donated this truck and other artifacts to the Japanese American Museum of San Jose -- a tribute to the long vanished family farms of the Valley. KTEH
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